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“It’s our time to Glow! 

Keep your face to the sun. 

Let’s Bloom while we can.”
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This is my final time to say THANKS 
for letting me represent you for the past 
two years.  It has been wonderful 
traveling to clubs and districts, attending 
Conferences and Conventions.  Meeting 
you all has been my greatest privilege.   
Our clubs are so diverse yet the caring 
spirit shines among all of us, our 

GFWC/IFC women are wise, funny, and downright awesome. 

 I shall never forget reading the reports of what our clubs have 
accomplished in our volunteer efforts, the donations to Riley, Art, 
Music, Hurricane Relief, how you all gave of your time and 
money so that Living the Volunteer Spirit stays alive. 

Hoping to see you in the future!

Yours in Federation, 

Betsey
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!e President’s Per#ective
HALITO OR HELLO

CHIMACHUKMA OR

 HOW ARE YOU?

This administration is a very special 
time in our history, as it is my greatest 
delight for your trust and faith you 
bestowed in me, and I’m honored to 
be the first Native American President 
of the GFWC / Indiana Federation of 
Clubs. I am humbled that I have been 
given the responsibility of leading an 
organization with such a glorious past 
and promise the members of this 
organization that I will give it my best 
shot to leading us into the future.  I 
thank the immediate Past President, 
Betsey Nielsen, for her hard work and 
stewardship over the last two years. 
From the pajama party to the hat party 
to packing bags for Riley, we have had 
fun. I also wish to especially thank the 
incoming Board of Directors for their 
willingness to serve and I do look 
forward to your dedication, 
commitment and support.

The Theme for this year is “It’s our 
time to Glow! Keep your face to the 
sun. Let’s Bloom while we can.”

In Indiana, we are the hands and the 
feet of the helpless, the hurting, and 
the wounded. Coming together, 
sharing together, working together, 
and succeeding together. Every one of 
us have something to give – whoever 
we are, whatever our place in life. We 
can give our talent, our knowledge, 
our abilities and our effort; We can 
give our dedication and our devotion. 
Through GFWC/IFC, we can take 
these gifts and make a genuine 
difference in the lives of others and in 
our world.

We are called to serve together, to be a 
part of our community. We can sit and 
do nothing or we can rise up and make 
a difference in our community 
together.

Permit me to share with you some of 

our plans for 2018 – 2020. We will 
have laser focus on: March of Dimes, 
Heifer International Empowering 
Woman’s Program and the USO. Our 
plan is to put our main emphasis on 
March of Dimes. I will make a “Pie in 
the Face” challenge to all clubs and 
see whom ever raises the most funds 
for March of Dimes, will get to smash 
a whipped crème pie in the president’s 
face. Also I will ask clubs to do walks 
or volunteer at tables to give snacks 
for those who walk for the March of 
Dimes. I will also discuss how we can 
provide hats and booties for premature 
babies. For Christmas, I will ask clubs 
to consider sending money to Heifer 
International Woman’s Empowerment 
Program for chickens, rabbits or a 
water buffalo. To help women and 
girls to be able to go to school and be 
able to provide for themselves. For 
our Soldiers, I will ask clubs to 
consider making care packages, to 
schedule a time to go welcome 
soldiers back at the airport with a 
blanket or specially made pillow, that 
they can have for future travel and or 
use for deployment; Send Christmas 
cards or cards thanking them for their 
service.

Nobody is interested in everything but  
everyone is interested in something.  
Being a club woman is about the 
people we help. At the end of the day, 
the only thing that matters is how 
much better the world becomes 
because GFWC/IFC is in it because 
we made a difference! Complacency 
will set us back. That’s why it isn’t 
enough for any of us to just go 
through the motions, to show up at our 
club meetings, to show up at an event 
to do the minimum needed just 
enough to be noticed and no more. I 
therefore urge you all to attend club 
meetings regularly and recommit 
some more time to our projects and 
fellowship activities.

In conclusion, one of my life time role 
models is Wilma Mankiller – Wilma 
was the first female Chief of the 
Cherokee nation, she served from 
1985 to 1995. Wilma had to overcome 
many obstacles. As the Cherokee 
Nation’s first female chief, she 
transformed the Nation – to – Nation 
relationship between the Cherokee 
Nation and the Federal Government, 
and served as an inspiration to woman 
in Indian Country and across America. 
A recipient of the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, she was recognized for 
her vision and commitment to a 
brighter future for all Americans. She 
made equal opportunities for woman 
in jobs as there were for men.

My favorite quote from Wilma is what  
I would like to leave with you: “The 
most fulfilled people are the ones who 
get up every morning and stand for 
something larger than themselves. 
They are the people who care about 
others, who will extend a helping hand 
to someone in need or will speak up 
about an injustice when they see it.”

Yakoke-(YAA-KO-KEY) or Thank you

Tam Lubelski                             
GFWC/IFC President 2018-2020
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Club members from across the state descended upon the lovely  Hilton 
Garden Inn in Fishers, Indiana to take part in a well planned and 
informative 128 annual convention.  President Betsey Nielsen opened the 
convention at 6:00PM with a dinner meeting, “Dinner Cheers to Ninety 

Years.”

After enjoying a 
delicious dinner and 
yummy dessert we took 
care of some necessary 
convention business 
and then settled in to 
enjoy our first guest speaker,  
Amy K. Sorrells, author.  
Amy told us words of hope 
are her goal as a writer. She says, “If you've lived in the world for long, 
you have a story.” There is more on Amy in the ESO Corner of this 
newsletter.

Staying in the spirit of our author speaker ESO Chairman, Lou Roberts, 
handed out the ESO Reading Certificates to all of our members who 
are thirsty readers and Tanya Bland announced the winners of the Short  
Story and Poetry Contest. Third place state awards were presented to 
the winning state clubs.

Saturday was filled with convention business and the election of our 
2018-2020 officers. Most notable is the election of our new president, 
Tam Lubelski, who is the first Native American we’ve ever elected.  Tam 
is Choctaw and Cherokee and with her election we are celebrating our 
Unity in Diversity.

Mary Ellen Brock, the GFWC President-Elect was our guest speaker.  She 
shared a multitude of exciting themes to use when having a meeting to 
draw in guests and introduce them to our clubs. 

The Saturday Luncheon, “Upcycle for the Future” featured a guest speaker from Riley Hospital. Upon finishing her talk 
state president, Betsey Nielsen, presented her with many containers and boxes, shown below left, that the state clubs had 
filled for distribution to Riley.  The speaker was extremely grateful for our generous gifts and with the check we 
presented her from federation.  

Second place awards were announced as was the Student Art Scholarship winner and the winning state photos entered by 
our members. The music committee brought us up to date on what is happening with the music scholarship.  You can 
read all about it on page 7. Next it was time for our Conservation Challenge. 

INDIANA STATE CONVENTION 
SPRING 2018
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Conservation Challenge at Convention

As we all know conservation is not only important to Indiana but 
to the entire earth. We all want to be conservative for future 
generations.  Every state was invited to participate in the 
conservation challenge to be held at the 2018 GFWC Annual 
Convention in St. Louis, MO. The challenge was to create a 
complete outfit using reusable tote Bags.  Every entry must be at  
least 80% tote bags.  Only one entry per state could be entered.

Indiana’s Conservation Chairman, Phyllis Weaver, put Indiana 
clubs to the challenge at the state convention and we had 5 
entries from 3 districts modeling their outfits. Mary Ellen 
Brock was the judge and Central District won the Indiana 
Challenge which means Alice Duke will take to the runway in St. Louis, modeling Central 
District’s winning conservation outfit. Congratulations Central, Trader Joe’s would be proud of your creativity. 

Workshops followed Saturday Afternoon with Dana Jones 
speaking on Membership, Barbara Reardon on Reporting, 
and Bonnie Sparks on Lyme Disease. 

Marianne McCombs offered the Memorial Service for lost 
members. Tric Heepe and Barbara Conaway offered a 
special memorial for Phyllis J. Dudenhoffer who had 
served Indiana for years and rose through the ranks to be 
GFWC International President. 

“Everything is Coming Up Sunflowers” 
The Saturday evening banquet focused on the 
Installation of Officers for 2018-2020. The new officers 
are: Tam Lubelski, President; Barbara Reardon, 
President Elect; Brenda Underwood, Vice President; 
Marianne McCombs, Treasurer; and Rhonda Lou 
Bennett, Secretary.  First place awards were handed out 
and the incoming president, Tam Lubelski, gave her 

acceptance speech which offered some insight into her 
aspirations and hopes for the Indiana clubs over the next two years.  The convention was 

soon adjourned for 2018 and members enjoyed refreshments and champagne punch at a party for the new officers. 
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INDIANA STATE CONVENTION 
SPRING 2018
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Rhonda is originally from Southeast Missouri.  She currently lives in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.  Rhonda has been a proud member of General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs for seven years.  She is a charter 
member of General Federation of Women’s Clubs Hearts and Hands 
Club in Hamilton County Indiana.  Rhonda has held a variety of 
positions in the Hearts and Hands Club.  They include Treasurer, Vice 
President, and President. Rhonda was the 2018 Indiana LEADS 
participant.  She has been fortunate to be able to experience General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs with a wonderful group of women 
committed to living the volunteer spirit. This spirit  will guide Rhonda 
as she continues her journey with General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs.

Rhonda is a Senior Human Resources Manager for a global consumer 
products company.  She is passionate about  her work as a Human Resources Professional.  Her mission has always been 
to lead the Human Resources function with dignity and sound ethics.  

Rhonda is married with four adult  children, two precious granddaughters, and one very spoiled Pug.  Rhonda and her 
husband enjoy the desert  and their annual trip to Moab, Utah.  They spend their time in Moab rock climbing in the “Big 
Red Bronco”!  Their motto is “We live in Indiana, but our hearts are in Moab.”  Rhonda also enjoys reading.

MEET
THE NEW 
IFC SECRETARY

Rhonda Lou Bennett- SECRETARY

GFWC/IFC Art Scholarship winner
The GFWC/IFC Progress Club of South Bend is proud that its art scholarship 
entry was selected by the judge to win the $1,000.00 prize at the GFWC 
Indiana Federation of Clubs annual convention in Indianapolis. Brianna 
Squadroni, a Mishawaka High Graduate 2018 was the winner. She not only 
won the $1,000.00 from the state but also the $50.00 art popularity contest and 
$500.00 from the GFWC/IFC Progress Club of South Bend. Brianna plans to 
attend an art school this fall majoring in commercial art. Mishawaka High 
School has provided several art scholarship winners. The reason for this 
becomes very evident as this high school has five art teachers and its 
department head was 
Teacher of the Year in 
2017. It is not too 
early this fall to 

contact the art 
department in your local/regional high schools to find art 
students to vie for the $1,000.00. The rising cost of higher 
education means that every penny counts. The Arts in high 
school is very important to support as it lives in the shadow of 
sports. What better way to support your local Arts program 
than to bring home a winner from the GFWC Indiana 
Federation of Clubs annual convention.  -by Joan Wesolowski                                    

Artist Brianna Squadroni 
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MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS
What you need to know so far!
 
I know some of you may be wondering, what ever happened with the Music 
Scholarship?  Ok well maybe since so many of you were at the IFC Convention in 
Fishers, you’re not wondering so much.

Let me refresh your memory, the original application for the Music scholarship 
looked like this: Each musician (a graduating high school senior) must be a 
resident of Indiana and be endorsed by a club in active membership. A list of 
clubs may be found on the website. Each entrant shall submit a letter of intent of 
attendance in a post-secondary school with a major it music. In addition, each 
entrant must have a letter of endorsement from a high school Principal or music 
teacher. *The winner will receive a one thousand dollar ($1,000) scholarship to 
the university or college of their choice, provided they enrolled as music major
*However all applicants must audition at Indiana University for admission to 
the School of Music to be considered for this scholarship. Representatives from 
Indiana University Music Department Scholarship Committee, the GFWC/
Indiana Federation of Clubs Scholarship Chairman and the GFWC/Indiana 
Federation of Clubs Executive Committee will select the winner.                     
(THIS LAST bit was changed at the Convention- see below)

The new and most current instructions are now listed as this: Each musician (a 
graduating high school senior) must be a resident of Indiana and be endorsed by a 
club in active membership. Each entrant shall submit a letter of intent of 
attendance in a post-secondary school with a major or minor in music. In addition, 
each entrant must have a letter of endorsement from a high school Principal or 
music teacher.

1. The winner will receive a one thousand dollar ($1,000) scholarship to the 
university or college of their choice, provided they enrolled as music 
major or minor

2. The music student (Applicant) must submit a media type audition of 
their musical talent.  The student must major or minor in the music 
field. The GFWC/IFC Executive Board will appoint a professional in 
the field of music to determine the winner.  After the review to 
determine the winner of the Music Scholarship all applicants will be 
notified as to their status.

Application form, audition, and letter should be sent to the GFWC IFC Scholarship 
Chairman (address below) by March 15, 2018.

Your IFC board is conscientiously working on how we will get the media auditions 
in one place. We have some great ideas and as soon as we get things cemented in 
place we will make sure all of our clubs are notified.

I hope this will help you in your quest for the newest GFWC Indiana Idol!

Marianne McCombs, Tric Heepe and Brenda Underwood.                                                    
Co-Starring Tam Lubelski
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Women In Action held their annual flower sale on the 
Saturday before Mother’s Day. Of course, it had to rain!! 
But no bother, we sold flowers between the raindrops!! 
Our sale started at 10AM just as it stopped raining, we 
were sold out by 1PM just 10 minutes before it started 
raining again. Talk about luck!!  We did well and I’m so 
proud of all our ladies that come out and took part in the 
event.

It takes more than just putting a bunch of 
flowers out to sell. We work very hard on 
this event. We must pick out the flowers, put 
them all together into a group then go back 
with the trailer to pick them up and take them 
to the restaurant parking lot where we set 
them up and sell them.  This takes 
approximately 3 days!  We had some great 
helpers and a new member stepped up and 
really pitched in wholeheartedly.  Joan 
Carpenter is a woman I worked with at the 
Correctional facility and has been such a 
great addition to our club.  She has really 
stepped up to fill in for our VP Dawn Orlich 
who has been undergoing a major health 
situation! She’s been doing very well, and we 
expect her to have a total recovery very soon. 
We sure miss her and look forward to her 
return. 
 

For July we are planning an outing to a shooting range to 
teach our ladies self-defense to highlight domestic 
violence.  Our club believes that we should be able to 
defend ourselves in any circumstance, and to do that we 
believe practice makes perfect.  We have a seasoned gun 
professional on hand to go over gun safety and the rules 
and laws of handgun use. We hope you have a great 
summer, stay cool and be safe out there!

GFWC WOMEN IN ACTION

 

Amy K. Sorrells, pictured here, 
was one of the guest speakers at 
our Indiana State Convention in 
April. 

Amy is a longtime believer in the 
power of a story to change lives 
and the driving mission behind all 
her writing is to bring words of 
hope to a hurting world. 

Praised by reviewers for 
the way her novels   
both poetically and 
accurately portray real-
life hardship and hope, 
Amy's novels are 
inspired by social issues 
that break her heart and 
the Bible stories that 
reflect God's response to those 
issues. 

Her first novel, How Sweet the 
Sound, was a response to her 
personal questions about how God 
redeems the pain of sexual abuse. 
It won the 2011 Women of Faith 
Writing Contest. 

Since then, she has published two 
more novels, Then Sings My Soul 
and Lead Me Home. Amy's novels 
have been short-listed for various 
fiction awards.

Her diverse writing career includes 
more than two decades of 
freelance writing, including 
medical journal publications and a 
popular op-ed newspaper column. 

Amy’s not only an author but a  
practicing registered nurse at a 
busy suburban hospital. She loves 
doting on her husband, three 
young-adult sons, and their golden 
retrievers at their home in central 
Indiana. If there's leftover time 
after that, she enjoys up-cycling, 
gardening, binge reading, 
exercising, and Bible journaling.

ESO 
Corner

Book Review
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This May, the Munster Junior 
Women’s Club participated in Habitat 
for Humanity’s Women Build 
initiative.  On May 19th, six Club 
Women tied on a nail apron, grabbed a 
hammer and helped build strength and 
stability through shelter for a 
struggling, working family in Lake 
County.

.Women Build is a Habitat for 
Humanity International program that 
encourages women to make a 
difference by building homes and 
communities.  This year, Habitat took 
on the ambitious goal to “Let’s Build 
Two” in the Field of Dreams.  The 
Field of Dreams encompasses two 
established blocks of Habitat Homes in 
Gary that was started in 2006. 

MJWC President, Theresa Weakland, Amy Blaker, Tina Duran, 
Katie Gardner, Kristin Marlow-Kelleman, and Shiela Ward helped 
to sheath and then raise the walls that will house a single mother 
and her child.  MJWC also made a generous donation to Habitat 
for Humanity of Northwest Indiana to help continue their mission 
of providing decent, affordable homes for struggling, working families. Article by Amy Blaker  
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MUNSTER JR’S HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Thanks to an invite from the First United 
Methodist Church in Griffith, Highland 
Woman's Club was asked to participate 
in their first volunteer fair.  Taking 
advantage of the event, they got a jump 
start on their upcoming October guest 
night.

Members Pat Kepchar and Ramona 
Johnson set up a table with photos and 
information on GFWC, along with copies 
of Clubwoman magazines that visitors 
could thumb through.

A free gift card raffle was a huge hit and 
the tickets that were addressed in the 
basket will be used to send invites to 
October's guest night! ---Pat and Ramona Living the Volunteer Spirit

HIGHLAND 
Woman’s Club
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Central District continues to live the 
volunteer spirit. It has been a great 
year for the three clubs that make up 
the Central District. As I close out my 
second term as District President, I 
am happy to share some of the 
activities and projects that these clubs 
have carried out this past club year.

Our club in Lafayette, Edgewood, 
joined the Central District in 
gathering items for the Riley Hospital 
project both at the Central District 
meeting and additional items were 
gathered to be delivered at the State 
Convention in April. They were 
wonderful hostesses for our District 
Convention as we gathered at MCL 
Cafeteria.

They had a “White Elephant Auction” 
to raise funds for the club and while 
celebrating at Christmas, they 
collected women’s and children’s hats 
and mittens for distribution in their 
area. They also collected supplies for 
their Boys and Girls Club and made a 
couple fleece throws for Franciscan 
Hospice, which are always welcome.

The club had a program on Grandma’s 
Tea Leaf Stoneware.  They started 
making the stoneware in the 1600’s in 
Staffordshire, England. It was only 
made for America and Canada. She 
brought several pieces to show us. 
They also had a program on “Ministry 
of Juvenile Offenders” by Pastor Mike 
LaManna. They are ministering to 
over 650 juveniles (ages 12-18) every 
month. One month the club welcomed 
an artist who showed them how to 
paint and shared his story of 
becoming an artist. 

They rounded out their spring in April 
by hosting a Guest Tea. We hope that 

it was a fruitful gathering for potential 
new members for their club.

GFWC Hearts and Hands has 
members from all over the 
Indianapolis area and the adjoining 
counties. They continued to meet each 
month at a local bank who generously 
provides their meeting space in 
Westfield. 

Although it was not intentional, this 
club ended up doing many projects for 
the homeless in their community. 
They had programs from Mustard 
Seed which supplies a home full of 
furniture for people coming out of 
homelessness. The club made comfort 
bags for currently homeless people 
that members distributed as they saw 
need in their travels around town. 
They also visited Mustard Seed and 
provided items from their wish list as 
well as a check for $500 for the 
program after receiving a tour of their 
warehouse. 

Another program they learned about 
was Family Promise which helps 
homeless families stay together each 
night and provides a community for 
them to work out of homelessness.

Over the 9 months of club, Hearts and 
Hands brings in all the fixings for 28 
treat bags to be distributed by the 
Boys and Girls Club monthly. They 
also partnered with the club to plant 
their annual Pinwheel for Prevention 
Garden in April with a few of the 
children helping to set it up.

They had a few fundraisers which 
included selling candles and Wicks 
pies – a delicious fundraiser to say the 
least!

The Zionsville Woman’s Club 
continued their study program and 
this year the theme was “Beautiful 
Reflections” and was based on people 
that make you look and feel your best. 
Their meeting focused on the 

background of fashion designers, 
cosmetic company founders, fashion 
models, and bridal gown designers. 
One was even a local fashion designer 
that brought some of her creations to 
show and explained the process she 
used. Of all these creative people they 
studied, only one of them was a male 
designer making it even more 
empowering about women in history.

The club enjoyed beautiful piano 
music of traditional Christmas carols 
played by Indianapolis musician, 
David Duncan at their Christmas 
gathering. They held their annual 
meeting and elected their officers for 
the new club year when a new focus 
will start again for this club.

by Dana Jones                               
Central District President

The South West District has two 
active clubs working in local 
communities.  GFWC/IFC West 
Baden Research Club continued their 
Historical Coloring Book used in 
three Orange County Schools.  

They hold a one day Vacation in 
History workshop at the Library 
during spring break, & support Back 
Pack for Blessings to send food home 
for students on weekends.  

GFWC/IFC Lincoln Club of Southern 
Indiana served as “elves” in 
December answering over 100 letters 
written to Santa Claus.  Thousands of 
letters from around the world come 
for Santa.

Continued top of page 11
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At the SW District Convention a 
country store fund raiser brought in 
$182.00 that was designated for the 
Riley Bags project.  State President, 
Betsey Nielson, purchased items, 
filling 3 shopping bags added with 
two totes of items ($437.00 in-kind) 
given by members.  Also at District 
Convention a collection for hurricane 
relief raised $109.00.  

The GFWC/IFC Lincoln Club of 
Southern Indiana sent $100.00 to 
GFWC Texas for hurricane relief. 
They also donated to March of Dimes, 
19 gowns for Operation Smile and 
continue to collect plastic bags being 
used by one member to crochet mats 
for the homeless.  Both Clubs collect 
money & food for local food pantries.  

by Evelyn Adams, District President

LET'S NOT FORGET TO BE 
HUMBLE AND KIND.....
As my term has came to a close I want 
to take this time to "dearly thank" all 
that have helped me.

We made it through some tremendous 
illnesses, personal struggles, family 
illnesses and deaths, but as a unit we 
pursued and conquer many of the 
tasks that we were aiming to do. 
Foremost we were able to improve our 
balance in our Nurses Scholarship 
Account.

I would also like to congratulate all 
the clubs on such a fantastic job on 
reports and all the projects that were 
completed.

We has 8 clubs that reported at the 
NW Indiana District level.

CHESTERTON WC received 2 - First 
Place certificates, 1 - Second Place, 
and 1 - Third Place
HIGHLAND WC received 2 - First 
Place certificates, 3 - Second Place 
and 2 honorable mentions
LOWELL WC received  3 - First Place 
certificates, 3 - Second Place, and 1 - 
Third  Place
MUNSTER JR WC received 6 - First 
Place certificates, 1 - Second Place, 1 
Third Place
KANKAKEE VALLEY JR WC 
received - 3 - First Place certificates, 1 
- Second Place, 3 - Third Place 
certificates and 1 honorable mention
WOMEN IN ACTION received 1 - 
Third Place certificate.
JOYCE WARGO ESO WC received 1 
First Place certificate, 1 - Second 
Place, and 2 honorable mentions
HIGHLAND ESO IFC REGIONAL 
READERS received 2 - Second Place 
certificates.
ST JOHN WC received 1 - First Place 
certificate, and 5 - Third place 
certificates.

145 members
337 projects
12,271 volunteer hours
$54,790 Donated
$19,230 in-kind donations

IF anyone would like a copy of our 
Who Won, please don't hesitate to 
call, text or email.

What a wonderful group of GFWC 
sisters. I love it when we share our 
GFWC knowledge amongst our clubs.
From Installations, to Bunco, Bingo, 
attending other club meetings, it's 
been a pleasure. BEST WISHES to our 
incoming leaders for 2018-2020 and 
to all the members of GFWC.

Peace be with all of you and the best 
in the years to come in GFWC. 

by Carol Govert-Moreno
District President 2016-2018

    

IFC Northeast District has had a 
productive administration. We 
continued our support of the state 
music and art scholarships with state 
winners in the art division locally.  
Bethel College music scholarship and 
Ivy Tech nursing scholarship are long 
term commitments in St. Joseph 
County. 
 “Purse Bingos” at the YWCA Women 
Shelter have become favorite 
domestic violence activities. 
Wrapping and filling shoe boxes at 
Christmas for lonely seniors at the 
Stone Soup agency.  Cooking 
throughout the year for Dismas House 
and Luvability Ministries are two of 
our hands/hearts projects. 

Canine Companions, Pin Wheel 
Project, Operation Smile, Survivor 
Scholarship are a few of national 
programs funded in Northeast District.  

For 2016 & 2017, there were 30 
members; over 500 projects, In Kind 
donations $11,070.00, Donations 
$14,482.00 with over 17,225 hours 
donated.  We are proud to belong to 
GFWC and join with our sister clubs 
to make the World a kinder more 
caring planet.

by Nancy Caenepeel, 
District President
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Immediately after our time together a 
few of us took a tour of Mobility 
Worldwide, a facility in DeMotte which 
builds carts for the disabled in third 
world countries.  These carts literally 
change lives. People who cannot walk 
and must depend on others can suddenly 
move around and even build small 
businesses right on their cart as shown 
in the picture to the left
mobilityministries@gmail.com (email)
WWW.mobilityministries.org

Won’t you join us next time? We have a spring and a fall meeting only. 
It’s a time of fellowship and celebrates the joys we’ve shared with each 
other through many years of volunteering with the GFWC. 

BIG TEN CLUB
of Northwest Indiana

Something’s Brewing Tea House in 
DeMotte was the scene of Big Ten’s 
Spring Meeting in May.   

For those who do not know, Big Ten is 
a social club and all members are past 
presidents at least locally, but many 
were also presidents of district and 
several are past state presidents, 
namely Lucy Devine, Betsey Nielsen 
(bottom photo) and Joan Wesolowski.

Lucy Devine, President of Big Ten 
held a short business meeting and then 
called for lunch which everyone 
seemed to enjoy. 

The meeting resumed with Kay 
Bennett installing the new officers for 
2018-2020.  The theme chosen by the 
incoming president was “Spice It Up” 
and Kay presented each officer a bottle 
of spice that had the attributes related 
to the office being assumed. 

The new officers, (top photo), are (L to 
R) Kay Spurgeon, President; Lucy 
Devine, Vice President; Elaine 
Warshek, Secretary; and Nancy Teller, 
Treasurer. 
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Preparations being made...

The summer is quickly sliding by
and District Tours will be underway 
before we know it.  

Above it says, “Wherever life plants 
you, bloom with grace.” These are 
truly encouraging words and we 
could say you have been planted in 
the GFWC. As a member we need 
you to fully support the organization 
and that includes being available to 
serve at your District Convention or, 
at the very least, to come to the 
meeting and offer your support to 
those who labored to make it happen.

State Board Officers make 
themselves available for this meeting 
as well.  It is your opportunity to 
speak to the state president and to 
other officers.  It is their opportunity 
to get to know the wonderful women 
who make up the clubs in your 
district.  The Board truly hopes you 
will attend.

Tour Dates for 2018

August 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . Central
September 15 . . . . . . . . . .Southeast
September 29 . . . . . . . . . .Southwest
October 13 . . . . . . . . . . . .Northwest
To be Decided . . . . . . . . . Northeast

See you there!
 

mailto:mobilityministries@gmail.com
mailto:mobilityministries@gmail.com
http://WWW.mobilityministries.org
http://WWW.mobilityministries.org
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A GREAT LAKES TIME 
AT THE BLUE CHIP

We are revving up plans for the Great Lakes Region Conference October 5-7 at the Blue Chip 
Casino and Spa in Michigan City, Indiana.  It is our turn to host the conference and we are so 
excited.  The GLR Conference is a time for fun, meeting club women from the other four 
states, sharing ideas and of course spending time with the recently installed International 
President Mary Ellen Brock and President-elect Marian St Clair.  We are blessed that the GFWC 
First Vice-President Deb Strahanowski and GFWC Director of Junior Clubs Trisha Shafer, both 
from Illinois, will also be in attendance.

The Friday evening banquet is State Night, so the decorations will be the sunflower.  We are 
asking all Indiana clubwomen wear black that night and IFC is giving you a yellow pashmina.  
Wear it as a scarf, shawl, belt, headscarf, or any other way you desire.  This will make us stand 
out, so our guests will easily identify Indiana Clubwomen. We will distribute these when you 
check in at Registration.

Want to get more involved?  Sign-up sheets will be collected on the District Tour.  If your 
District Convention is after October 5th, just call me and tell me what you would like to do.  We 
will need smiling, friendly faces at the Registration Desk.  We will make a schedule, so no one 
will be there more than two hours at a time.  Barbara Reardon has volunteered to be 
responsible for the information and goodies that we will have ready for our guests when they 
register.

We also need volunteers to help with table decorations.  Several of you already signed up to 
help.  We will develop a schedule to make set-up and tear down a breeze.  

Paula Schlice, GLR President, has asked that attendees bring art supplies that will serve as the 
Saturday luncheon table decorations and then be donated to Village Kids.  We appreciate this 
effort that not only provides decorations but is a great service project.

Fun?  Paula has asked that we have a Mad Hatter Hat Contest on Saturday night, so make your 
hat, fascinator, or any other headpiece and join in the fun.  

Now you can see why we are so excited about hosting the GLR Conference.  Please call or email 
me with questions and to let me know how you want to get involved!!!

Tric Heepe,

2018 Indiana Great Lakes Region Conference Chairman

theepe@aol.com or 765-969-1891

mailto:theepe@aol.com
mailto:theepe@aol.com
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BLUE CHIP CASINO-HOTEL-SPA

777 Blue Chip Drive, Michigan City, IN 46380

888-879-7711

BlueChipCasino.com

CUTOFF DATE IS SEPTEMBER 17, 2018

Room rate may not be available after this date

Room Rates:   $149.00 per standard room Friday and Saturday Night
               $109.00 per standard room Thursday.

Reservations can only be made by calling the toll free number at 1-888-879-7711 or 
www.bluechip.com/groups and referencing the group’s name and number,  GIF 1004.

Reservations must be made at least 30 days in advance of arrival.  Requests for 
specific room types or room placement are offered on a first come, first served basis.  
Reservations made within 30 days of arrival will be accepted only as space and rate 
availability permit.

Cancellations must be made by 1 p.m. Central time the day before expected arrival.

Check in time is 4 p.m. and Check-Out Time is 11 a.m. CENTRAL TIME.  Pets are not 
allowed.  

Amenities:    Complimentary valet and covered free parking
           Complimentary high-speed wireless internet (Spa Blu Tower)
           Swimming pool and fitness center
           Spa Blu

            Refrigerators in all guest rooms

http://www.bluechip.com/groups
http://www.bluechip.com/groups


15

REGISTRATION FORM
GFWC GREAT LAKES REGION CONFERENCE

OCTOBER 4-7th, 2018
Blue Chip Casino-Hotel-Spa

777 Blue Chip Drive, Michigan City, Indiana 46360

NAME____________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________EMAIL____________________________________

CITY__________________________________________________   STATE_________________ZIP_______________

PHONE_________________________     OFFICER/CHAIRMAN__________________________________________ 

CLUB/DISTRICT/STATE AFFILIATION ______________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION	 	 	 	 	 	 	      $ 25.00 	 	 __________________   
late fee of $25 will be added with a postmark after the due date.

THURSDAY-Mini Spa Night with Hors D’Oeuvres                     $40.00             __________________
  
FRIDAY BOARD OF DIRECTORS BREAKFAST	 	 	       $25.00	 	 ___________________
OPTIONAL-This is NOT a breakfast meeting

FRIDAY–Indiana State Night-Chicken Marsala                   $ 31.00             ___________________ 

SATURDAY LUNCH–Chicken Salad Croissants                    $ 22.00   __________________

SATURDAY BANQUET-Tenderloin Tips Bourguignon                          $ 31.00	             __________________
	
SUNDAY-Brunch	  Buffet	 	 	 	 	                  $ 30.00     	             __________________

MINI MART SPACE	 	 	 	 	                              $ 10.00	      	 __________________
(FOR STATES AND CLUBS FUNDRAISING)  

In Lieu of a Tour everyone is free to go shopping or museum hopping.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 TOTAL ENCLOSED              ___________________

PLEASE INDICATE ANY DIETARY 
RESTRICTIONS__________________________________________________________________________________

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: GFWC-INDIANA
SEND REGISTRATION TO: Barbara Conaway

     3001 Topaz Dr
     Hobart IN 46342
     Phone # 219-945-0243
     E-mail –abconaway@frontier.com 
Registration must be received by SEPTEMBER 20, 2018  
NO REFUNDS AFTER SEPTEMBER 26, 2018

mailto:abconaway@frontier.com
mailto:abconaway@frontier.com
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Don’t 
Miss
Great
Lakes 
Region

in
October!

We are 
the hosts 
and we 

need you!

It’s 
Our 
Time 

to 
Glow!

Let’s
Bloom
While
We

Can!

Hotel and Conference Reservation Forms
Page 14 and 15

Great Lakes Region Conference
BLUE CHIP CASINO-HOTEL-SPA 
Michigan City, Indiana 
October 4 thru 7


