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Spring 2020
Dear GFWC Members,
I welcome you to your State
Convention. These next
few days will be filled with
the excitement of getting
together with dear friends
from different parts of your State and of making
friends with the new members coming to your
Convention. It is such a stimulating time as you
share ideas and activities and return to your clubs
with new projects. It is such a rewarding time as
accomplishments are recognized.
Make plans to be with us at the 2020 GFWC
Annual Convention at the Sheraton Atlanta, in
Atlanta, Georgia, June 26 -June 30, 2020, as we
celebrate the amazing final totals for the Seven Grand
and Three Brand Initiatives. Let the theme of the
Convention "Remember The Rose", inspire you as you
remember the fight by women to gain the right for
women to vote. I congratulate you on your
achievements of the past year and wish you
continued success in the year to come!
As this Convention marks the end of the
present administration, I thank you for all you have
done to make the Seven Grand and Three Brand
Initiatives such a success. I am so deeply touched. I
thank you for all your wonderful notes and
thoughtful kindnesses through the years, but most of
all I thank you for the laughter and fun we shared.
As I go home to New Jersey, please know that I take
you all with me as you will always be in my heart.
Love Ya
Mary Ellen
Mary Ellen Brock
GFWC International President
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Greetings from Barbara
State reports are in
and now it’s time for
our State Chairmen
to begin reviewing
the submitted reports,
picking the State
winners and sending
the top Club reports
which will be sent to
GFWC Chairmen for
review and potential
awards at the 2020
GFWC Convention in
Atlanta, Georgia.
This edition of the
Clubwoman is
devoted to the State
Convention. It contains
the Call, registration form, bio’s of the
candidates seeking Board positions and
proposed State By-Law changes.
I am hoping you plan to come to the State
Convention this year in Fishers, IN (April 24
& 25). This is your opportunity to meet those
candidates who will be your 2020-2022
Officers. We hope you can be with us for the
voting and installation on Saturday. It will be
an exciting time.
The State Bylaws Committee and officers
have been busy reviewing our State By-laws.
There are changes that need your vote, to
bring them current.
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The proposed changes are included in this
Clubwoman.
Club presidents please make your members
aware of the changes and discuss them so
that those delegates coming to Convention
will be prepared to vote according to the
decisions of their clubs.
The Riley’s project will be Friday afternoon
with pre-made greeting cards that need to be
colored and signed, to be passed out to the
children in the hospital. Clubs can bring their
Riley donations from the “Wish List” and pop
tabs at this time. Clubs have always been
generous, and it would be wonderful to see
that generosity again, this year.
Our guest speaker for the convention will be
Pat Heitman from Illinois representing Great
Lakes as its current Vice President. She will
be speaking about the Great Lakes Region
Conference; and the changes to the GFWC
Community Service Programs. This
information will prepare clubs and members
for their 2020 reporting of their projects.
Hope to see representatives from each of our
state clubs at convention to receive their
awards, get ideas of projects and learn what
other clubs have done during the past year.
See you in April at the convention,
Barbara
IFC President
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Introducing IFC’s New President 2020-2022

Kimberly Meyer
Who would have
thought that a
question about the
location of
McDonald’s would
lead to over 30
years of
volunteering in the
world’s largest
volunteer
organization for
women?
The inquirer invited
me to a club
meeting for the following week. My
first meeting with the Plainfield Junior
Woman’s Club was exciting, but a little
scary. Fortunately, my “inviter” kept
tabs on me, making sure I attended the
next few meetings.
After serving all positions within the
club, county, and district, I moved on to
the state level as Junior Board
Treasurer, state chairman for the
Community Improvement Program, and
then Second Vice President. I thought
for sure I was done with leadership
roles until I was asked to step in mid
term as Indiana Director of Junior Clubs,
where I completed 3 years as Director.
I then served a 2 year term as a member
of the GFWC Resolutions Committee,
which was very exciting. I continued
leadership in GFWC Indiana as Central
District President, State Registration
Chairman, and State Music Scholarship
Chairman. I am currently ready for my
fourth year on the GFWC Great Lakes
Fundraising Committee.
Unfortunately, Plainfield Juniors folded,
but I was fortunate that a new club was
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forming on the far north side of
Indianapolis. Even though the GFWC
Hearts and Hands meeting is a good
hour away in evening traffic, they have
allowed me to be a member, attending
when I can.
I recently retired from my “salaried job”
as a special education teacher working
with elementary students with mild
disabilities. I loved my job, the
children, the staff, and I have been able
to continue volunteering at “my” school,
allowing me to make a graceful exit.
I have also been involved with my
church’s United Methodist Women’s
group and various small groups.
At home I enjoy gardening and sewing,
and I’m capable of fixing most of the
little things around the house that need
repair. I also own, and know how to
use, the 4 various power saws, drills,
and pneumatic nailer in the garage.
My husband, Don, and I have two grown
children, a son and a daughter. Our
son and his wife have blessed us with a
6 year old granddaughter and 3 year old
grandson, while our daughter in Oregon
has 2 cats for us to visit. Our dog and
2 cats keep us company when the
grandkids are not available.
I am very much looking forward to the
upcoming year as GFWC Indiana
Federation of Clubs President Elect, as
well as, the following 2 years serving as
your President. Thank you for the
opportunity to serve.
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GFWC INDIANA FEDERATION OF CLUBS
***OFFICIAL CALL***
130th ANNUAL CONVENTION
APRIL 24 - APRIL 25, 2020
HILTON GARDEN INN
9785 North by Northeast Boulevard, FISHERS, INDIANA 46037
Administration Theme: “Putting the gold back into the golden years”

This is your invitation to attend the 130th Annual Convention of the GFWC Indiana Federation
of Clubs. This is an invitation to ALL club members and prospective members. Come to join your fellow
clubwomen to celebrate your accomplishments and learn. All 2nd & 3rd place awards
will be announced during the day on Saturday. The 1st place awards will be announced Saturday night and
photos of winners will be taken to be published in your Clubwoman.
CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
Registration:
Friday, April 24 from 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM, in the hotel lobby.
Saturday, April 25 from 8:00 AM– 9:00 AM, in the hotel lobby.
Art Entries Accepted:
Friday, April 24 beginning 3:00 PM– 5:00 PM and Saturday, April 25, from 8:30 AM – 9:00 AM
Remember to bring your photos, paintings and any other works of art you have created! Now is your
opportunity to show them off and have them judged in the IFC Art Contest. The 1st place photos in each of
the 3 categories (Living Things, Scenes and Still Life) will be sent to GFWC for judging. Refer to the GFWC
Program Book for all the details and criteria. Accepted in room 104.
Vendors/Mini Mart
Friday, April 24, beginning at 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM, in the lobby and hall outside the Garden Room.
Saturday, April 25, beginning at 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, in the lobby and hall outside the Garden Room.
Memorials: DUE by March 24, 2020
Please send your list of deceased club members from April 1, 2019 to April 1, 2020 and information you
would like to share to: Barbara Reardon, 9511 Calumet Street, Dyer, IN 46311
Requested attire for events:
Friday-Casual GFWC
Saturday – Business Casual
COLOR

Saturday evening – Business Casual with

Friday Service Project: make cards for Riley’s Children’s Hospital (IFC will supply materials). Don’t forget the
Wish List items for Riley Hospital. They can be found in Clubwoman, IFC Facebook page or Indiana website.
*** Remember your Pop Tabs.
Friday Night: Club Awards and Nomination of 2020-2022 GFWC IFC Offi cers
Saturday: Voting on the Bylaw changes and Election of 2020-2022 GFWC/IFC Offi cers (see information in
this Clubwoman) and Club Awards
Saturday Night: Installation of 2020-2022 Offi cers and First Place Awards. Registration Pg. 15
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HILTON GARDEN INN
9785 North by
Northeast Boulevard
Fishers, INDIANA 46037
317-577-5900
Cutoff Date is March 24, 2020
Room rate may not be available after this date. Please call in your
Reservations Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-5:00 PM (Central Time)
800-774-1500 use group “GFWC3” or online at:
Hilton.com put in the group code
Group Code: GFWC3
PLEASE HAVE THIS INFORMATION AVAILABLE PRIOR TO MAKING RESERVATIONS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Arrival Date
Number of Nights
Number of Persons in the room
Room Type Requested
Queen Beds (2 beds per room)

Room Rate: Single/Double; are all $139.00 plus 12% for taxes.
At this location breakfast and Happy Hour are not included.
There is a limited amount of special ability accessible rooms, including hearing. If you
require one, please make your room reservations as soon as possible.
Free Internet Access
Reservations must be made by phone or online at the link above.
Please DO NOT MAIL checks, cash or credit card numbers to the hotel.
See Registration form for conference on Page 15
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Guest Speaker

Patricia L.
Heitman

A Charter member (45 years)
of GFWC Manhattan Woman’s
Club of which she is a past
president and presently
serving as President. She is
past District 11 Director of
Junior Clubs, past District 11
President, and past GFWC
Illinois President. She also
belongs to Deb’s Diamond
Divas, First Ladies of Eleventh
District and Organization of
Past State Board Members of
GFWC Illinois.
Pat has served as various
chairmen in all of her present
club associations. She served
as GFWC Illinois Headquarter
Secretary for 15 years. She is
presently serving as GFWC
Great Lakes Region Vice
President; Secretary for the
Organization of Past State
Board Members of GFWC

GFWC IFC
2018-2020 Riley Project

Riley’s
Wish
List

While the many Federated clubs in the state
carry out projects which best suit their
community’s needs, each year every club
makes a special effort to support the ongoing
partnership with Riley Hospital for Children in
Indianapolis. Riley has been an ongoing
project of IFC for nearly 100 years.
The project selected this term will be an easy
one to fill. Members are asked to select
Board books or Interactive books suited for
children ages 2-10. Please select ones that
have a hard (or board) cover since they last
longer and are easily cleaned compared to
paperback books. (Ex- I Spy, Where’s
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Illinois and Parliamentarian of
GFWC Illinois Eleventh District.
She also has been active in her
community having served as a
baseball coach, Cub Scout
leader, St. Paul’s UCC Board
President, Trustee for
Manhattan-Elwood Township
Library District Board, Trustee
for School District 114 and
Secretary for the ‘Manhattan
on Tap’ committee. She is a
member of St. Paul’s United
Church of Christ serving as
Secretary of the Church
Council and is also Assistant
Treasurer.
She is a widow with two grown
children, Alvin and Bridget and
has one grandson, Alex. She is
an enthusiastic member and
most willing to share her
talents.

Waldo?, Magic Eye, Sound Books, etc).
Books with button batteries are not allowed.
New books are requested.
In addition to the books IFC will be looking for
gift card donations to give to Riley. Cards
may come from iTunes, Hobby Lobby,
Michael’s, Wal-Mart, Target, Amazon.com,
Best Buy, VISA, United Art & Education, and
Meijer. Cards may be in any $ amount.
These cards will be used for the staff
members to purchase crafts or supplies have
been used up or may be given to patients/
parents to purchase items.
Books and gift cards will be collected at the
2020 Convention.

Age ranges will be: ( 2-10) (This covers 80%
of their patients)
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Candidates for Office
When I joined GFWC in
2006 I had no
background in what
GFWC was about. I
only knew that I
wanted to be a part of
this wonderful
organization. I was
asked to join a group
that was in the
process of forming a
new club and add to
the membership of
Indiana Federation of
Clubs and GFWC. I
served as Secretary
and
President of
Marianne McCombs
GFWC/IFC ESO
VICE PRESIDENT
Regional Readers and
later saw a need for a
club in my home town
and was instrumental in the formation
of a second club. Since its formation I
have served as President of the GFWC/
IFC Women in Action as well as
retaining my membership in Regional
Readers.
When the call went out for leadership in
my District I stepped up and served as
Secretary, Treasurer and Vice President.
Before being elected to the office of
GFWC Indiana Federation of Clubs
Treasurer, I served as a Committee
Chairman for a number of years.

Secretary
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For the past two years as your Treasurer
I have worked to transform the duties
into a more streamlined process and
will do my best to assist the next
GFWC/IFC Treasurer.
I was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis
30 years ago but I don’t let that stop
me from being a wife, mother,
grandmother and community volunteer.
I am a proud mother of a son and
daughter and three very active
grandsons. My son has passed but I
remain a constant in his two son’s lives
as well as in my daughter’s son’s life.
If elected to the office of GFWC Indiana
Federation of Clubs Vice President, I
promise to do my best to fulfill the
duties and serve my Federation to the
best of my abilities.
I thank God that He allows me to
continue to grow and prosper along
with my fellow clubwomen. I ask for
your continued support and prayers.
Thank you,
Marianne McCombs
4526 16th Street,
Hobart, IN 46342
219-384-6163
mariannemccombs@gmail.com

Treasurer

President
Elect
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We Are Looking For Leaders
We often think we are not leaders, but we are seasoned leaders. As a mom or grandmother, we
model and expect good behavior from our young ones. We lead them in the right direction. In
the workplace, we demonstrate leadership by being an attentive and responsible employee.
When a group of club women gather at the Boys and Girls Club to drop off backpacks with food
or show up at the library to read to preschools, they are leaders. We do it every day.
Some of us lead the Pledge of Allegiance at our club meeting. We start it, and the members
follow. Some of us plan a club meeting and lead our club members it the direction of doing
valuable and fruitful work. Being club president takes time, and most women are happy they
took the challenge to make themselves grow. Being the club secretary doesn’t take as much
time as president, but she is a leader, too, taking accurate minutes that tell the history of your
club. Being District President may seem scary to some, but you plan two meetings, one each fall,
and then you are done. (It really is easier than being club president.)
I feel grateful as I’ve made calls the past couple of months to many Indiana club women who
have agreed to be a leader by chairing a GFWC program or IFC committee during my upcoming
administration. Thank you! At the writing of this article, there are still a few positions open, and
if I haven’t called you and you are interested, call me or send me an email. I’d love to see you
lead!
Indiana Federation of Clubs is also looking for women who are adventurous enough to become
a state officer and assist in leading Indiana club women. To be a state officer you must have
served as a club president, and you must have served or currently are serving as a program or
committee chairman. You already know how to lead, now share your talent.
PLEASE CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING STATE OFFICER POSITIONS
Treasurer: Officer must be present at annual convention in the spring; receive and disperse
payments through the IFC checking account; balance monthly statements; have knowledge of
or be willing to learn how to “bank online”; prepare quarterly financial report; work with
President elect to set a budget for the upcoming year; be present once a year for a review of
records; participate in two to three online board meetings; be willing to consider moving up in
IFC leadership.
Secretary: Officer must be present at annual convention in the spring; take the minutes of
annual convention and two to three board meetings according to approved format (you will have
assistance), and share with the board; participate in two to three online board meetings; assist
with state correspondence received; assist with elections, as needed; be willing to consider
moving up in IFC leadership.
President-Elect: Officer must have previously served on the board for at least one other office;
officer must be present at annual convention in the spring; oversee the financial health of IFC
and work with the treasurer in preparing an annual budget; as Dean of the Districts be available
to answer questions from District Presidents and correspond as needed; participate in two to
three online board meetings; Officer must be willing to move up to position of State President.
In preparing for State President, other duties are also required such as correspondence and
travel to GFWC meetings, preparing the IFC annual directory, corresponding with the great
members if Indiana Federation of Clubs.
Kimberly Meyer
GFWC IFC President-Elect 2018-2020
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TELE: 317-997-3104
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PROPOSED AMMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS
The Bylaws committee and current GFWC/IFC officers wish to make the following Ten (10) changes to the Bylaws.
These changes will be voted on at the 2020 Convention.
#ONE
Under ARTICLE 111. MEMBERSHIP
Section 2. Classification
There shall be six (6) five (5) classifications of membership:
PROPOSED TO REMOVE
Current Bylaw:
D. County Clubs, a majority of whose members come from more than one city or town, shall be classified as County
Clubs.
RATIONALE- The State no longer has Counties or County Clubs
Note: If the delegates at Convention adopt this amendment, all references to County and County Clubs throughout
the bylaws will be deleted.
#TWO
Under ARTICLE V. OFFICERS
Section 2. Eligibility
Current Bylaw:
A. Only members of clubs in active membership shall be eligible to hold office.
B. No person shall be eligible for the office of President-elect who has not at some time served as a member of the
Executive Board for at least two (2) years.
C. Other officers must have been members of the Council for at least two (2) years.
PROPOSED TO INSERT
D. A Pro-Tem officer shall be appointed by the Executive Board and only serve for the short term necessary. They
must run for office in the following election and meet all qualifications at that time.
RATIONALE-Verification
#THREE
ARTICLE V. OFFICERS
Section 5. Officers-elect
Current Bylaw:
B. Yearbook/Directory
Current Bylaw:
1.

The incoming President shall edit all sections of the yearbook pertaining to the incoming administration.

PROPOSED TO INSERT
Words “Directory” or “Yearbook”
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B. Yearbook/Directory
1.

The incoming President shall edit all sections of the yearbook/directory pertaining to the incoming
administration.

RATIONALE- Clarification that "yearbook" and "directory" are the same.
Note: If the delegates at Convention adopt this amendment, all references to "yearbook" or “directory will be
changed to "yearbook/directory" throughout the bylaws.
#FOUR
ARTICLE V. OFFICERS
Section 5. Officers-elect
B. Yearbook/Directory
Current Bylaw:
2.

The incoming President shall be responsible for forwarding all materials.

PROPOSED TO INSERT
Words after materials “to the Parliamentary Advisor for review and corrections before distributions.”
2. The incoming President shall be responsible for forwarding all materials, to the Parliamentary
Advisor for review and corrections before distributions.
RATIONALE-Prevention of errors in information
#FIVE
Under ARTICLE V. OFFICERS
Section 6. Responsibilities
A. President
Current Bylaw:
10. Shall supervise of the publication CLUBWOMAN and the yearbook/directory for the term of office.
PROPOSED TO INSERT
Words “the distribution" after supervise and before of the publication
10. Shall supervise “the distribution" of the publication CLUBWOMAN and the yearbook/directory for the
term of office.
RATIONALE- Clarification the President will supervisor distribution.

#SIX
Under ARTICLE V. OFFICERS
Section 6. Responsibilities
A. President
Current Bylaw:
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17. Shall, in coordination with the Second Vice President, schedule a meeting of all Departments and
appropriate Special and/or Standing Committee Chairmen, prior to the council meeting, for the
purpose of planning their area of work.
PROPOSED TO STRIKE
Word

“ Second”

17. Shall, in coordination with the Vice President, schedule a meeting of all Departments and
appropriate Special and/or Standing Committee Chairmen, prior to the council meeting, for the
purpose of planning their area of work.
RATIONALE- The State no longer has Second Vice President position
#SEVEN
Under ARTICLE V. OFFICERS
Section 7. Miscellaneous Responsibilities
Current Bylaw:
B. Each officer shall keep a complete record of work done during the administration and deliver all records
and copies the successor at the close of the term of office.
PROPOSED TO INSERT
Words “ on an external drive to assist” after copies and before the successor.
B. Each officer shall keep a complete record of work done during the administration and deliver all records
and copies on an external drive to assist the successor at the close of the term of office.
RATIONALE- Easier for successor to carry, review, and have permanent record
#EIGHT
Under ARTICLE VII. ELECTIONS
Section 1. Election Year
C. Publicity
Current Bylaw:
Candidates who have declared their intention shall submit a biography and a picture for printing in
convention issue of the publication. This shall be sent to the Editor by the deadline date.
PROPOSED TO INSERT
Word “Clubwoman” after publication.
Candidates who have declared their intention shall submit a biography and a picture for printing in
convention issue of the publication (Clubwoman). This shall be sent to the Editor by the deadline date.
RATIONALE- Clarify name of publication
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#NINE
Under: ARTICLE XI- DEPARTMENTS AND COMMITTEES
Current Bylaw:
PROPOSED TO STRIKE
Section 6. Elections Committee
A. Composition
The committee shall consist of a chairman and three (3) committee members who represent a majority of the
Districts.
B. Responsibilities
1. Receive the names of candidates for office.
2. Verify the eligibility of such candidates.
3. Place on the ballot the names of candidates eligible to hold office.
4. Prepare printed ballots
5. 5. Be responsible for voting facilities
6. Conduct the election
7. Report the results at the scheduled time
C. Exception
In the event of an uncontested election the outcome may be determined by a voice vote.
SUBSTITUTE
Section 6. NOMINATIONS/ELECTIONS COMMITTEE
A)

Composition
Section 1. The Nominating/Elections Committee for GFWC/ Indiana Federation of Women’s Clubs shall
consist of an elected member from each District. No member shall serve two consecutive terms on the
Committee.
Section 2. A chairman shall be elected by the Board of Directors at the Post-Annual Meeting
(Convention) Board of Directors meeting in the odd numbered years.

B)

Responsibilities
Section 1. The President of the GFWC/Indiana Federation of Women’s Clubs shall
call for a meeting of the Nominating/Elections Committee between November 1 and
December 1 in the odd numbered years. She shall instruct the members as to their
duties and responsibilities.
1. Candidates for office need to request letters of recommendation and have them sent to the
chairman.
2. Letters of recommendation will be copied by the chairman and sent to each of the
committee members prior to meeting to allow each member time to read the letters.
3. The committee shall verify eligibility of candidates:

Section 2. The Nominating/Elections Committee Chairman shall submit to Indiana
Clubwoman Editor the list of candidates for officers and their credentials to be
published in the spring issue of Indiana Clubwoman.
Section 3. It shall be the duty of the Nominating/Elections Committee to present, on the first day
of the Annual Meeting (Convention) in the even-numbered years, a list of candidates for officers
of the GFWC/Indiana Federation of Women’s Clubs.
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Section 4. The same day the report of the Nominating/Elections Committee is presented, an
opportunity shall be given for nominations from the floor for all offices except State
President. Candidates so nominated from the floor shall have consented to be nominated and shall
meet the bylaw requirements of eligibility. The Nominating/Elections Committee Chairman will
be charged with verifying eligibility.
Section 5. All candidates shall be introduced to the Annual Meeting (Convention) assembly
before the balloting begins. All candidates’ names shall be placed on prepared and printed
ballots.
Section 6. The Nominating/Elections Committee shall be responsible for conducting the
election, including the printing of the ballots and obtaining the voting facility. The Chairman of
the Committee will report the election results. In the event of an uncontested election the outcome
may be determined by a voice vote.
Section 7. In the event a candidate for office withdraws her name before election, the President
shall call for a special meeting of the Nominating Committee as soon as possible to select
another candidate(s).
RATIONALE- to expand and clarify the duties of the Committee

#TEN
Under: ARTICLE XI- DEPARTMENTS AND COMMITTEES
PROPOSED TO STRIKE
Current Bylaw:
Section 9. History Committee
A. Composition
The committee shall consist of a chairman.
B. Responsibilities
I. Keep an accurate accounting of the history of the Federation.
2. Periodically update all historical records to include recent events.
3.
RATIONALE- The State no longer has a history committee

14

GFWC INDIANA FEDERATION OF CLUBS

REGISTRATION FORM
GFWC IFC 130th Annual Convention
April 24 – April 25, 2020

TOTAL
Early Bird Registration Fee
*Late Registration Fee Additional

$20.00

$10.00 (after 3/24/2020 )

Friday Dinner

$ ________________
$ ________________

$25.00

$ ________________

$20.00

$ ________________

$35.00

$ ________________

(Jumbo Cheese Ravioli)

Saturday Lunch
(BBQ pulled pork/pork chop buffet)

Saturday Dinner
(Herb Crusted Prime Rib au Jus)

TOTAL ENCLOSED

$ ________________

Prices include meeting room rental, taxes and gratuity

Enclose check payable to GFWC Indiana Federation of Clubs and mail to:
Marianne McCombs
4526-16th Street
Hobart, IN 46342
Phone number: 219-284-6163

Deadline for Meals and Registration must be postmarked by March 24 , 2020.
*If mailed after March 24, 2020 , late registration fee MUST BE INCLUDED.
Please print clearly. Please copy FORM for each member attending:
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________
IFC Position ________________________________________ Phone: _________________________________
Club: ______________________________________________Email: __________________________________
District _____________________________

My Club requests _______ (free) fundraising tables

Dietary restrictions: __________________________________________________________________________
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Come Celebrate!

CELEBRATE your fellow volunteers
CELEBRATE your own & your club’s achievements
CELEBRATE friendships
CELEBRATE the GFWC working in our towns,
state, country and world

130th IFC Annual Convention
April 24 and 25

