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OFFICIALLY PINNED
Dana Jones

On Friday, March 19th a small gathering of GFWC Indiana
Past State Presidents occurred to officially welcome
Kimberly Meyer as our State President. As you know, the
presentation of the gavel and President’s pin is typically
done in the even year State Convention. Well, something
came up and none of us were there. No, I mean COVID
happened, and we didn’t get together at our Annual
Convention for her Installation.
I felt Kimberly deserved this ceremony, so the Past State
President’s were contacted and invited to join in this special
time. We gathered at the McAllister’s Deli on Michigan Road
and sat in a corner and had a wonderful time of catching up
and reminiscing. Kimberly was then presented with her
gavel and then Tric presented her with her State President’s
pin.
Those in attendance were: Tric Heepe, Barbara Conaway,
Alice Duke, Dana Jones, and Kimberly Meyer. Well wishes
were sent by many of the other Past State Presidents that
were not able to join us. We know Kimberly has been doing
and will continue to lead GFWC Indiana well during her
administration.

Indiana Clubwoman is Online
View the Clubwoman at gfwcindiana.com
Full color and easy to copy o registration forms
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It’s shaping up to
be a beautiful
summer! I have
been so pleased
to be out and
about, visiting
with folks I
haven’t visited
with for a while,
eating lunch and
dinner inside a
restaurant, and
singing my heart
out at church!
The added bonus
of laughing
grandchildren
and God’s
beautiful creation in my backyard makes me so
happy. I hope you have all been able to taste
“normal” in your family and community lives, as
well.

I know some clubs have been meeting in person,
and that is wonderful! A few clubs are still
virtual, and that’s OK, too. If you haven’t been
together for a while, I encourage you to meet up
at a park or in someone’s front yard and chat a bit.
Friendship and laughter help to keep us healthy.
My wish for all of you and your clubs is that you
will be meeting and working on your club
projects this fall, uninterrupted.
In this edition of the Clubwoman, you will see the
reporting statistics from 11 of our clubs. While
the numbers are down from 2019, they are
absolutely fantastic considering so many clubs
were limited most of 2020. Great job!
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You will also find the biographies of two amazing
women who have served Indiana for many years.
The Jennie Award is GFWC’s way of recognizing
outstanding volunteerism, and Barbara and Lucy
are wonderful examples of what Indiana

ident

volunteers look like. Unfortunately, only one can
be chosen to be sent to the Great lakes Region.
That announcement will be soon. It’s not too
early to think about who in your club is a shining
example of Indiana volunteerism. The 2022
Jennie Award applications are due to me by
March 15, 2022. More information can be found
at gfwc.org.
And speaking of due dates, you will also find a
calendar for the upcoming year in this newsletter.
I am so excited that I will be able to visit each
Indiana District this fall, and I look forward to
seeing many of you in your district.
Don’t miss GFWC International Convention this
August in Atlanta. Check out the brief write up
here, and log into the GFWC member portal
before August 4 to register.
Our very own Dana Jones will be presented for
election as Great Lakes Region President this
October in Lisle, Illinois. Please join members of
the Great States of the Great Lakes Region to
celebrate.
Thank you to all of our members who participated
in our April 2021 Convention via Zoom. It was
so good to see and hear you, and I am happy to
report that we will be meeting in person at the
Hilton Garden Inn in Fishers on April 8-9, 2022.
Mark your calendars now!
On page 49 of the Indiana Directory is an
application for the Indiana Club Kindness Award.
I regret that we did not have any applications for
last year even though I am positive it was
happening! Let your Kindness shine through and
let your club win $25!
Thank you for being amazing clubwomen and
serving Indiana. We are all better because of you!
In Federation,

Kimberly Meyer
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Jenny Award
Nominee
Lucy Devine
The GFWC
Jennie Award
is the only
national honor
bestowed by
GFWC that recognizes individual members for
personal excellence. Candidates are
nominated by their fellow clubwomen to honor
GFWC’s founder, Jane Cunningham Croly, as
a way to highlight extraordinary clubwomen
who epitomize her spirit of independence,
courage, and persistence through their roles
as volunteers within their clubs,
representatives of their community, and as
members of a family or extended family.
Indiana is honored to have two outstanding
candidates to represent our state in 2021.

Standing Rules Chairman, Timekeeper and on
the Fundraising committee.

Mary Lucy Devine aka Lucy, has been a
leading force in GFWC in Indiana.
Lucy joined GFWC in 1999. In 2006 she
along with five other members and 4 friends
formed the GFWC ESO Regional Readers
which was charted at the 2006 State
Convention.

Lucy has mentored many women encouraging
them to find the Jennie June within
themselves. She is a true “Jenny” in the way
she does what she can to make her community
a better place, by making the women that
surround her into better people. She is a true
leader and encourages others to find the best
in themselves and share that treasure with the
community. What more could Jenny have
asked for? It is this kind of club woman that
makes GFWC grow. It is this kind of woman
that will ensure the future of GFWC. It is this
kind of woman that makes others proud to be a
Club Woman.

She has served GFWC Indiana as Convention
chairman; as its 2005 LEADS candidate. She
has served as District Treasurer, Secretary and
President; GFWC Indiana as Secretary,
Treasurer, President- Elect and President. She
has served her District and the State wherever
needed as well GFWC Great Lakes Region

4

She encouraged club members to work with
“Alliance for the Children” located in Illinois.
The organization was started by Walter
Peyton’s widow to serve a variety of different
needs, from providing new clothing,
outerwear, school supplies, nourishment, and
toys to underprivileged children. Because of
their efforts bags were delivered to two
elementary schools and the County
Courthouse for a children’s room. As State
President she encouraged clubs all over the
state to donate funds to equip all the EMT’s
with child oximeters so that all the state was
equipped for children.
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Jenny Award
Nominee
Barbara Conaway
The GFWC
Jennie Award is
the only
national honor
bestowed by
GFWC that
recognizes individual members for personal
excellence. Candidates are nominated by their
fellow clubwomen to honor GFWC’s founder,
Jane Cunningham Croly, as a way to highlight
extraordinary clubwomen who epitomize her
spirit of independence, courage, and
persistence through their roles as volunteers
within their clubs, representatives of their
community, and as members of a family or
extended family. Indiana is honored to have
two outstanding candidates to represent our
state in 2021.

October 1960; Hammond City Panhellenic
Council 1960-1970, serving as secretary, vicepresident, and president; YMCA Board of
Directors 1970-1981.

Barbara became a GFWC Griffith Junior in
1973 and immediately started volunteering.
She served her club in several positions, served
the County, District, State, Region, and
International organizations. Her legacy was
solidified by serving as State Convention
Chairman from 1986 through 2000. She set the
standard and willingly shared her knowledge.
For fourteen years, no State President met with
a hotel without Barb being there to make sure
every detail was covered.
Barb served as
assistant to International President
Dudenhoffer and Region Presidents Williams
Barbara Conaway has served a lifetime for her
and Heepe. She never cared about being “topcommunity, club, and family. A few of her
dog,” she just wanted the best for GFWC.
community activities were: Griffith Girls
Softball Secretary 1969-1975 and Concession Barb and Al had three children, nine
Stand Manager 1976-1982;PTO member grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.
1964-1982;
Griffith Adult Booster Club They attended as many school and sporting
member 1973-1985, Secretary 1977-1979; events as possible. When Al’s heath began to
Hammond Area Reading Council 1969-1979, deteriorate, and she had to stay home to care
Secretary 1977-78; Griffith Park Board for him, she still participated in club activities
Secretary 1977-79; Griffith School Holding by phone, email, and hosted in home training
Corp Secretary 1977-1985; Alpha Sigma sessions. Barb Conaway is the epitome of
Alpha National Sorority 1955-present; Jennie.
chartered Lake County Alumni Chapter
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GFWC LOWELL WOMAN’S CLUB
Enjoyed a Productive First Half of 2021
GFWC The Lowell Woman’s
Club have kept busy the first
half of 2021. With zoom meetings
in the part we were able to supply
Meals on Wheels on Northwest
Indiana with handmade cards from
home for our local recipients. They
were for Valentine’s Day and
Easter Blessings.
Co-sponsoring the Lowell
Libraries Drive thru Dr Seuss
Party, the club was able to donate
goody baskets and Nine new Dr.
Seuss books. The party is a club
favorite for the Chairman Barbara
Erdelen.
President Sara Sizemore and
member Kathy Sizemore put
together three Easter Baskets
donated to the Lowell Parks
Department for their Easter event.

booklets. A donation was given to
the organization.

Secretary and Sandra Cortelloni
Secretary.

Our State Convention was
attended via Zoom by 5 members
including Sandra Cortelloni who
holds the Northwest District office
of President.

For the month of June we held
a Garage Sale Fundraising Event
June 12 from 8 to 5 at Evergreen
Park.

Future events include
Nurses week came along and
volunteering at three of the Red
Lynn Hittle was kind in her service Cross blood drives being held in
as to purchase gift cards from The Lowell, Barktoberfest at Freedom
Old Dog Coffee House to present Park, October 2, chaired also by
to each school nurse in town.
Dorothy Eich.

If your would like to receive
information on joining GFWC
The Lowell Woman’s Club (we are
105 years old) and learning about
how to live the volunteer
experience please contact Sara at
219-775-3975. We are open for
membership to all women in our
In April we enjoyed. our first
Installation
of
Officers
was
surrounding area. We meet at The
in-person meeting at Cedar Creek
delayed till our Year End Banquet Cedar Creek Community Center
Community Center. We loved
held on May 25. Barbara Erdelen a 151 N. Freemont Lowell, IN every
having our guest speaker Wende
4th Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Burbridge from Northwest Indiana past President performed the
ceremony
with
officers
as
is,
Sara
September thru May.
Habitat for Humanity. Wende was
Report by Vicki Bush
very informative and we received Sizemore President, Vicki Bush
Vice-President Elaine Dainton
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As May has come the $250
Lowell High School Scholarship
was given at their Awards night.
We have continuously made
monthly donation to the Cedar
Creek Food Pantry at the Trustee’s
office.
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VOLUNTEERS
IN ACTION
The GFWC Hearts and Hands Club
gathered together on April 1st to
plant their Pinwheels for Prevention
Garden at the Boys and Girls Club
of Noblesville. It didn’t take long
for the crew to plant the pinwheels
around the Club sign (the rain made
the ground soft enough). We also
posted the sign explaining what the
pinwheels mean that was made
available for by Prevent Child
Abuse Indiana. -Dana Jones

GFWC WOMEN’S CLUB OF ST. JOHN
GFWC Women's Club of St. John, IN. Though the
club hasn’t been able to host any fundraisers during
the pandemic, our members kept busy serving the
community. Over a short period of time, members
designed a pattern for a 'comfort teddy bear.'
The purpose is to assist police and/or fire fighters
when responding to traumatic incidents when
children are involved.
After designing the patterns, colorful and soft
material was purchased, the hems were sewn, and
the bears were stuffed with batting. With special
equipment owned by one of our members,
delightful 'teddy bear' faces were installed in such a
way that nothing could be pulled off or become
harmful and the faces are permanent.
Pictured are members of the Schererville, IN
police department (including the police chief), and
fire fighters from the Lake Hills fire department.
The three agencies were absolutely delighted to
receive the comfort bears which are kept on hand in
their vehicles.
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SAVE THE DATE

2021 Great Lakes Region Conference
“Pa erns of GFWC”
October 8-10, 2021
DoubleTree by Hilton
3003 Corporate West Drive, Lisle, IL 60532
“Pa erns of GFWC” will be the theme for our GFWC Great Lakes Region Conference that will be held from
Friday, October 8th through Sunday morning October 10, 2021, at the DoubleTree by Hilton in Lisle, IL.
Reserva on for the hotel will be $111 per night plus applicable taxes.
There will be an “Aloha Luau” social on Thursday evening, October 7th. GFWC Illinois will greet us over
dinner and entertainment will be provided.
FRIDAY MORNING, October 8th, there will be a tour to the
Morton Arboretum in the morning to see their
“Human+Nature” exhibit. A preview of the tour can be
seen if you go to the Morton Arboretum website.
FRIDAY AFTERNOON will be the Board of Directors mee ng
plus several workshops. Yes, we will be bringing back
workshops. Friday evening will be State Night. Let’s see
GFWC Illinois shine!

SATURDAY ALL DAY the 2021 FALL CONFERENCE WILL OFFICIALLY OPEN. The day will be lled with
reports, workshops, and remarks from our very special guests – GFWC Interna onal President Marian St.
Clair and FFWC President Elect Deb Strahanoski.
SUNDAY MORNING will be the me where our State Presidents and State Directors of Junior Clubs will
bring us their reports.
There will also be opportuni es from our Fundraising Team of Phyllis Skubic and Jeane e T. Wells for splitthe-pots and a new project called “Quarter Auc on” that promises to be fast-past and fun.
The registra on form and hotel informa on will be available shortly and will be shared on our website.
We are looking forward to spending me with all our members and we hope you’ll plan to make the short
trip to Lisle, Illinois to join in the fun!
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GFWC ANNUAL CONVENTION
August 27-30, 2021
Atlanta, Georgia

Registration is open until August 4 for the 2021 GFWC Annual
Convention in Atlanta, Georgia, at the stunning Atlanta Marriott Marquis.
The Board of Directors Meeting and opening Celebration Banquet will take place
August 27, and Convention extends through 1:00 p.m. on August 30. View
the Agenda for a schedule of activities, as well as as the Bylaws, Resolutions, and
other parts of this Call to Convention
This year’s Convention theme focuses on how culture re ects a society’s values and
customs, and how a greater understanding of culture provides a means to relate to
and understand one another. Connecting August 28-30 will give us the opportunity to
work together to bridge the cultural divides that hinder our efforts to have a positive
impact in our communities and around the world

Read President St.Clair’s Welcome Letter.
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2021 CONVENTION WRAP UP
Thank you to all who
a ended the GFWC
Indiana Federa on of
Clubs Annual
Conven on for 2021,
completed using Zoom.
We were pleased to
have 34 registered
a endees and one
GFWC o cer, GFWC
Secretary Jolie
Frankfurth.

We had an update on long me
project, Riley Hospital for
Children. Books and gi cards
will be collected at our 2022
conven on.
GFWC Secretary Jolie
Frankfurth gave an
inspira onal message on GFWC
Leadership – “crossing the line
from being a member to being
a leader”.

Business was
conducted in regards to
the minutes and nances. The GFWC Indiana
Execu ve commi ee recommended the nomina on
of Dana Jones, current GFWC Great Lakes Region Vice
President, for the o ce of GFWC Great Lakes Region
President, and the mo on was passed.
Awards were announced by video, and electronic
copies of the Winners and Why They Won were sent
following the mee ng. ESO cer cates were
announced as well.

The 2021 LEADS candidate,
Cheryl Sturges, was
announced, and clubs were reminded that the GFWC
Jennie Award submissions were due June 1.
Photography winners were announced, and the
GFWC Indiana Art and Music Scholarship winners
were announced.
District Presidents gave an update on their districts.
The 50/50 ra e winner was announced. The winner
was not able to a end, and she later graciously
donated her winnings to the Music Scholarship.

Thank you to all par cipants of the GFWC Indiana conven on on April 10. As
promised, all registra on fees were sent to a shelter in each district as designated
by the District President. The shelters and amounts are listed below. Thank you
for your generosity!
Central $60 Julian Center, Indianapolis
Northwest $140 St Jude House, Crown Point
Northeast $30 YWCA, South Bend
Southwest $50 Crisis Connec on, Jasper
Southeast $50 Safe Passage, Batesville
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CONVENTION NEWS

Shelter Dona ons from State Conven on
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IFC’S 2021

LEADS CANDIDATE

Cheryl Sturges’ background
is in management. She
currently serves on her
church staff in a role that
helps people find connection,
community, and purpose at
Church. That connection
may be through small
groups, serving on a team, or
attending one of the studies
they offer. Cheryl is
committed to helping people
achieve a purposeful life.

recently become empty
nesters. Cheryl started with
GWFC in Florida and when
she moved to Indiana 11
years ago, she connected with
GFWC Hearts and Hands in
the Indianapolis, Indiana
area. Since then, she has
participated in all club
activities and has planned
outings and programs for the
Club and currently serves as
President Elect. Cheryl is a
joy to be around and is an
excellent choice for the
LEADS program.

Cheryl and her husband Ted
have 4 children and have

2020-2022 RILEY PROJECT
While the many Federated clubs in the state carry
out projects which best suit their community’s
needs, each year every club makes a special effort
to support the ongoing partnership with Riley
Hospital for Children in Indianapolis. Riley has
been an ongoing project of IFC for nearly 100
years.

The project selected (to continue) this term will be
an easy one to ll. Members are asked to select
Board books or Interactive books suited for
children ages 2-10. Please select ones that have a
hard (or board) cover since they last longer and
are easily cleaned compared to paperback books.
(Ex- I Spy, Where’s Waldo?, Magic Eye, Sound
Books, etc). Books with button batteries are not
allowed. New books are requested.
In addition to the books IFC will be looking for
gift card donations to give to Riley. Cards may
come from iTunes, Hobby Lobby, Michael’s

,
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WalMart, Target, Amazon.com,
Best Buy, VISA, United Art & Education, and
Meijer. Cards may be in any $ amount. These
cards will be used by the staff members to
purchase crafts or supplies when items have been
used up or they may be given to patients/parents
to purchase items.
Books and gift cards will be collected at the 2022
Convention.
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ASHLEY MARR
IFC’s Music Scholarship Award Winner
Ashley Marr, 17, of Indianapolis was sponsored by the GFWC/IFC Hearts and Hands Club. She
was educated with Sunesis Home School through 12th grade and is an accomplished pianist.
Ashley is an incredible musician who excels in many styles of performance. You will see this if
you click onto her link on YouTube that is provided.
She plans to major in Piano Performance as well as study composition and jazz. Ashley is a very
mature person who shows great promise in both academic and musical capacities.
Dr. Rebecca Sorley, Professor of music says, “I have taught at the University of Indianapolis for
over 25 years and have rarely had the privilege to work with someone as talented as Ashley Marr.
She is a wonderful person, musician, and student and will thrive in higher education.”
The GFWC/IFC is delighted to present this scholarship to Asley.
Here is the link to Asley’s channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCi2f6VSW9fagKl2JWH5yDyA/videos

CHAELI KURCH IFC’s Art Scholarship Award
Chaeli Kurch, 17, of Switzerland County High School in Vevay, Indiana was announced as the
winner of this years Art Scholarship during the 2021 virtual Convention. Thanks for her admission
goes to the Eggleston Club of Vevay, Indiana.
Chaeli has been accepted by Northern Kentucky University and is planning to major in the field of
art education and pursue a career in the arts. Her art teacher describes Chaeli as a talented artist
who also excels academically. She says Chaeli also works hard and carries herself in a polite,
respectable manner. In addition she is exceptionally talented at making others feel comfortable and
always has a positive attitude.
The GFWC/IFC was very happy to present this scholarship to such a worthy young artist.
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2020 REPORTING STATISTICS
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Program

Projects

Hours

$
Donated

In Kind

Arts and Culture

29

2863

1848

3055

Civic Engagement &
Outreach

62

5882

6331

6139

Educa on & Libraries

40

4025

7284

1430

Environment

29

2412

1308

155

Health & Wellness

52

4533

8515

7683

GFWC Signature

11

3000

1699

2005

Jr Sp Proj

25

306

2549

3778

Communica on/Pub
Rela on

23

891

630

Leadership

58

2894

1652

Legisla on/Public Policy

19

499

190

Membership

20

1053

219

Fundraising/Development

12

808

13,241 raised

Women’s History Res Ctr

2

808

125

TOTALS

516

36,373

32,350 24,245

ESO

18.366

2237

volunteer
hours

books read
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COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (CIP)
Has your club considered one?

Has your club considered a CIP program? A CIP project can be a done in a day project or a continuing
project. Brainstorm with your club to determine a NEED in your area. Example: Someone hears of young
kids coming to school hungry. Does your school system have a program or could your club help a school in
your area? Checkout the fun fair. (if your school has one) and pass out nutrition info Or contact your PTA to
see if you could partner with them to provide brown bags.

Deadline to enter your program is March 1, 2022
Check your GFWC Club Manual under CIP for more details Hope to receive your ideas and projects
-Pat Kepchar Indiana CIP Chair

Indiana needs
YOU!
GFWC/IFC is looking for
bright, reliable, and fun
clubwomen to fill the
following spots on the
Executive Board for the
2022-2024 term:
Secretary – Attend and take
the minutes of the Annual
Convention and the 4
Executive Board meetings
and have other duties as
listed in the Bylaws.
Treasurer – Attend Annual
Convention and the 4
Executive Board meetings,
attend to the financial
responsibilities of the
organization and other duties
as listed in the Bylaws.
All officers are supported by
the other officers. No one is
left to do a job without
assistance. If you are
interested in a leadership
role, please contact a current
officer, and we will give you
honest expectations. All
incoming officers must be
willing to have fun!
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Past State Officers Endowment Fund
Some Districts, Clubs and members are unaware of how donations to the Past
State Officers Endowment work or why we look for those donations.
Any member can contribute to the fund. It can be done as a club donation or
just one or two members. When a donation is made in $100.00 or multiple
donations that reach $100.00 or more, the name of the person honored or
remembered and those who donated are placed in a listing that is permanently
included in the Indiana Directory/Yearbook. An example is the North West
District. They have a budgeted item that honors each outgoing President with
a $100.00 donation.
The Endowment Fund helps to underwrite the finances of the GFWC Indiana
Federation of Clubs. It is monitored by the members of the GFWC/IFC Past
State Officers Club. These members meet once per year at the Annual State
Convention. They pay dues just like any other club but their purpose is
custodian of donations for the Endowment Fund. When $1,000.00 has been
accumulated in the fund, members of the Club vote for the treasurer to write a
check to the GFWC Indiana Federation of Clubs. That money is then
invested and the interest and only the interest can be used for IFC general
expenses. This money, along with dues and fundraising money, helps the State
Federation to cover operating expenses.
Please remember the Endowment Fund when you or your club wishes to
honor an active member or remember a deceased clubwoman. The donation
form and information needed on sending the check and donation form can be
found in the IFC directory/yearbook that every club president or state
chairman receives.
Thank you on behalf of the Past State Officer’s Club and the GFWC Indiana
Federation of Clubs for your contributions to the Endowment Fund.
Lucy Devine, Treasurer
GFWC/IFC Past State Officers Club

NorthEast District Conven on

August 20, 2021

GFWC Annual Interna onal Conven on, Atlanta

August 27-30, 2021

Central District Conven on

September 11, 2021

Great Lakes Conference, Illinois

October 7-10, 2021

NorthWest District Conven on

October 16, 2021

SouthWest District Conven on

October 23, 2021

SouthEast District Conven on

October 30, 2021

Dues due to The State

November 1, 2021

2022
Postmark Club Reports

February 1, 2022

Mail Youth Short Stories and Poetry

February 1, 2022

Mail Members Short Stories and Poetry

February 1, 2021

IFC Finance / Board mee ng

February 2022

Community Impact Program Applica on due

March 1, 2022

IFC Music and Art Scholarship Applica ons Due

March 15, 2022

IFC Jennie Award Applica ons Due

March 15, 2022

Mail in Directory Form (page 57 for 2021)

March 15, 2022

GFWC/IFC Annual Conven on, Indianapolis

April 8-9, 2022

Post Board Change-over Mee ng

April 10, 2022
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GFWC Board of Directors’ Mee ng, New Orleans
15 GFWC Annual Interna onal Conven on, New Orleans
ti
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2021

June 24, 2022
June 25-28, 2022

