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Attending the GFWC 2022 International
Convention in New Orleans, LA
Seated in Front, from the le is 2020-2022 GFWC IFC President, Kimberly Meyer;
2020-2022 GFWC President, Marian St. Clair; 2020-2022 GFWC Director of Junior
Clubs, Kris na Higbee and 2020-2022 GFWC IFC Vice President, Marianne
McCombs. Standing in back from le is 2018-2020 GFWC IFC President, Barbara
Reardon, 2012-2014 GFWC IFC President, Lucy Devine, 2022 GFWC Indiana LEADS
graduate, Sharron Steward and 2020-2022 GFWC Great Lakes Region Vice
President, Dana Jones.
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I F C Officers
2022-2024
PRESIDENT- Marianne McCombs
925 State Street
Hobart, IN 46342 (219) 384-6163
ifcprez.gfwc@gmail.com
President Elect: Betsey Nielsen
1411 Starlight Trail
Osceola, IN 46351 547-286-1618
betsynielsen@aol.com
Vice President Christy Finecy
222 W Melchoir Dr. S
Santa Claus, IN 47579 (812)686-9543
christy.finecy.gfwc@gmail.com
Secretary:Sherry Dusko
5543 Ingalls Lane
Noblesville, IN (251) 978-3410
sherrydusko@gmail.com
Treasurer position is open. Please think
about coming on board if you are a past
president of any club.
Parliamentary Advisor: Lucy Devine
1826 Robin Drive
Munster, IN 46321 (219) 972-0883
robins-red.lad@sbcglobal.net
Presidential Advisor: Barbara Reardon
9511 Calumet Street
Dyer, IN 46311 (773) 339-9795
Mom667@comcast.com
Indiana Communications Director
Webb Page Editor: Bonnie Sparks
10580 N 1000 W
DeMotte, IN 46310 (219) 987-3646
jsparks@netnitco.net

Edit and Layout: Kay Bennett
404 W Hilltop Ct.
Lowell, IN 46356 (219) 696-7890
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WELCOME To Our NEW
IFC Secretary
Read the information below to know her better.
I became a member of GFWC
Gulf Shore’s Women’s Club in
Alabama in 2001. I served on
many committees and different
offices including President in
2017. In 2017-2020 I was
Assistant Director for South
District and also on the Alabama
State Board for membership. We
moved back to Indiana in 2020
and I joined GFWC Hearts and Hands.
Over the years I have found that being a member and
volunteering gives us an opportunity to give back and to make a
difference to people around us. I am excited to have been
selected to serve as Secretary for GFWC IFC for 2022-2024. I
am also President Elect for GFWC Hearts and Hands for
2022-2024. I want to set an example for others to participate in
your local and state boards. GFWC brings women together. It
gives you a sense of purpose and the opportunity to give back
and strengthen your community/state. I appreciate all the
friendships I made in Alabama and all I learned by being on the
board. I am looking forward to making new friendships and
continuing my growth as a person and within this organization.
Sherry Dusko
GFWC IFC Secretary
GFWC Hearts and Hands President Elect
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Join me this term in making
that difference. One way is
to see a large IFC
membership come together for
the Convention, April 22, 2023,
being held in Chesterton at the
Hilton Garden Inn. Your Board
of Directors is working
extremely hard to set up not only
the State Convention, but the
2023 GFWC Great Lakes
Region Conference. As you may
know, Indiana’s own Dana Jones
is now President of the Great
Lakes Region so let’s plan to
show her our Hoosier support at
the Conference held next
October in Noblesville at the
Embassy Suites. More
information on that will also be
coming out along with some
great shopping opportunities.

r Pr

We are planning some great
workshops for the 2023 State
Convention, one being the
LEADS program which is being

stressed by the GFWC
Leadership Committee, and
rightly so. How many of our
clubs have the same President
over and over again? Come and
learn from others a few ways to
get others involved as officers
and to make serving on a Board
interesting, meaningful and fun.
So to all you Club Presidents out
there come to Convention and
bring your members with you.
We will be sharing new ideas
and hopefully better ways to
accomplish our goals. Please
keep checking back with the IFC
Facebook page and our website,
www.gfwcindiana.com If you
have a question for the Board

es

Hopefully as you look around at
your IFC Club and its members
you see an active, healthy club.
That is not the case for a few
clubs in Indiana and many
clubs across the country.
Sadly, Indiana is becoming
short of club members and
volunteers. Let’s make sure
this doesn’t happen! Let us
come together as friends
under the GFWC banner.
Let’s help our world put aside
differences and help others to
see that we all need help. We
all want to be needed, to feel
like our life is important. We
want to matter, and matter we
must.

ou
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Greetings From Y

ident

you can send it to
gfwcindiana@yahoo.com.
You are welcome to DM me
anytime you need. If I don’t
know the answer, I’ll find
someone who will help with
whatever situation in which you
find yourself.
For our Chairmen, Christy
Finecy our Vice President will be
sending you emails concerning
your program. GFWC Chairman
are sending out emails as well.
Please let them know you
received them with a simple
reply. There is some great
material that each Chairman is
sharing with us. Please share
that info with your clubs and
other members of your district.
Consider writing an article about
what program you are judging
for the Club Woman magazine.
Let’s bring home some awards
this year! I found out the top 10
projects highlighted by
Chairmen and the state
Presidents are where the champs
are found. Please take the time to
write up those top 10 reports as
well as you can. If you need
help Christy or I or actually
anyone on the Board can help
you. Help us achieve the GFWC
awards we so rightly deserve.
Indiana clubs do a lot of really
cool stuff! We just have to get
that information out as best we
can in a clear and concise
manner.
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Greetings from the Presidents desk, once again.

My Trip to
Washington
DC

One of the most important things you can do,
everyone can do, is go into the member portal and
scout around in there. There is a myriad of
information in there.

I’m going to tell you
about this great
adventure I took to
Washington DC to
represent Indiana at
the 2022 GFWC
Board of Directors
meeting. They
wined us and dined
us and filled our
heads with more information than can possibly be
fathomed by a mere mortal such as myself.
We all came together as
a group the first day. The
State Presidents, the
GFWC Department
Chairmen and the
Executive committee.
This reminded me that
our Committee
Chairmen do not attend
any of the board
meetings. The
Committee Chairs are an
important link in GFWC
Indiana and I hope to
involve them more.
For all the Committee Chairmen reading this right now,
do you have any idea how important you are? I’m
guessing not, because if you’re like me you thought all
you had to do was get the reports, judge them as best you
could and send the info back to the VP. Yes, you do that,
but you do so much more. You remind everyone why
they started this journey.
Like the geese, you are the ones leading the pack, flying
in formation and encouraging others to do their best.
GFWC, Chairmen have been sending emails out to you.
I know because they send them to me as well. I, in turn
forward them to our Vice President, Christy Finecy.
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Leadership, membership, stewardship, it’s all in
there. I know there are so many leaders in our
clubs that have not yet recognized that aspect of
themselves . It is up to each of us to push these
people to the front while others who have
depleted their energy, move to the back of the
group. Each and every one of you are leaders.
You lead your family, or your community , or
even your coworkers in one way or the other.
Now back to the Chairmen, you can share the
information that GFWC has sent to you. Break
down the information so that the clubs can
disseminate it in a fast and concise manner. Set
up goals for the clubs, give them concrete
guidelines to fly their way to success.
You have been given the info, you have been
shown where to find more help and you have the
means to contact Christy Finecy or myself. There
is absolutely no reason for the State of Indiana not
to succeed. Set a goal, make a plan execute the
plan, report your success and show your shine,
sparkle and glitter.
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Dana Jones Shares Thoughts on Her GFWC
Hello my GFWC Indiana friends. I was honored that
Marianne asked me to write something up for the
Clubwoman publica on. I’ve known many of you for so
long and it’s only because of this organiza on that it is
true.

Dana Jones spoke both
at the GFWC Annual
Conven on and the
GFWC Board in
Washington DC

As I begin my 40th year as a club member, I never imagined
I would be in the posi on of GFWC Great Lakes Region
President. I joined right out of high school as a seriously
introverted girl that just had fun helping my mom’s friends
as they volunteered in our hometown of Highland, IN. We
sold cinnamon crisps (picture fried tor llas drenched in
cinnamon sugar) at the Fall Fes val that year and those
ladies encouraged me to join them or the Highland Juniors
– but I didn’t know the Juniors! So here I am. My dear
friend Pat Kepchar was installed at the same Christmas
party with me that year and what adventures we’ve had.

2022-2024 GFWC
Great Lakes Region
President Dana Jones
and 2022-2024 GFWC
Annual Giving
Program Commi ee
Member Tric Heepe,
at the 2022 GFWC
Board of Directors

I recall in my early days of serving - ge ng a call from one
Mary P. telling me I needed to submit something to the
district – she scared me because she was hard to
understand and was a bit bossy. When I told my mom
what she wanted, she said, oh, don’t worry about it. Now I
wonder what I didn’t turn in when needed!
Mary P. became a dear friend and mentor to me in my
GFWC career. She along with Tric Heepe and Barb
Conaway encouraged me in my journey along with my
tried-and-true friend Pat to con nue on my path. I was so
sad that none of them were able to a end my installa on
at the GFWC Conven on in June. I am grateful for those
Indiana members and some family that were in
a endance.
As we begin the 2022-24 Administra on, my hope for the
GFWC Great Lakes Region is that when we gather, we
celebrate and encourage each other in our GFWC work for
our State. That we can learn new ideas from each other –
it’s not a compe on as there is plenty of need in each
state and town! I want to learn from each state’s clubs and
celebrate all the accomplishments achieved.
I look forward to represen ng our Region at GFWC and
suppor ng each state as much as possible. I am excited to
work with the 2022-24 Great 8 (those are the State
President’s and Directors of Junior Clubs from our ve
states in the Region) as they serve each state as well as the
Region o cers to keep us in a strong posi on going
forward. And what an honor it will be to serve under Deb
Strahanoski as our GFWC President You KNOW we’re going
to have some laughs!
So, thank you all for your support and encouragement –
I’m no di erent than most of you – I just said yes that One
More Time.
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GFWC ANNUAL
CONVENTION 2022
NEW ORLEANS

IFC/GFWC L.E.A.D.S
candidate speaks of her
experience
2022
The experience that I had
from L.E.A.D.S. was
terrific! The committee
members covered many
things that I feel will be
useful in my personal
and professional life. I
mainly took an interest
in Public Speaking, Communication, and Body
Language topics. I will use these skills to step out of
my comfort zone. I recently became the president of
GFWC Progress Club of South Bend, so the seminar
was right on time. I gained a lot of knowledge to help
with meetings, projects, etc. The seminar was impactful
and empowering! I felt inspired, proud, and honored to
be a part of this group. Even after attending, the
committee is still communicating with us and giving us
tools to help us excel. Thank you for the opportunity!
Sharron Steward
,
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GFWC ANNUAL
CONVENTION 2022
NEW ORLEANS
Catch the Volunteer Spirit and Let the Good Times Roll
On June 23, 2022 GFWC members from around the country began
gathering in New Orleans to spend a week celebrating our clubs and
members. Eight GFWC Indiana members made their way to the Big
Easy to celebrate and learn.
Before the official opening of Convention, members had the
opportunities to take a tour of the beautiful and historic Oak Alley
Plantation, tour the National World War II Museum, and attend a
Creole and Cajun Cooking Demo and consume the evidence. A USO
service project was also well attended.
GFWC/IFC Indiana LEADS Candidate, Sharron Steward of the
GFWC Progress Club of South Bend, attended the Leadership,
Education, and Development Seminar and GFWC/IFC President,
Kimberly Meyer, attended the GFWC Board of Directors meeting in
preparation for the Convention.

Waiting to be introduced at the Opening
Ceremony of the 2022 GFWC International
Convention are 2020-2022 GFWC Indiana
Federation of Clubs President, Kimberly
Meyer and Vice President, Marianne
McCombs

If you’ve never been to an International Convention, you might wonder
what you are missing. GFWC arranges for speakers of great interest to
the organization. Carol Reese, Horticulturist, Writer, and Speaker, who gave a spirited and informative chat about
nature. Seconde Nimenya, Author and Diversity and Inclusion Consultant, gave a wonderful presentation inviting
members to become more diverse and inclusive. Katie Ray-Jones, CEO of the National Domestic Violence Hotline,
spoke of the of her organization’s work and how GFWC fits in. Author Karen White shared interesting tidbits about
her craft and the writing of her book, The Shop on Royal Street, based in New Orleans.
With over 700 women in attendance, there are always reasons to celebrate. Nearly every lunchtime and dinnertime
hosts a social event. The opening banquet celebrated Louisiana and the South Central Region. The Junior and
Juniorette memberships had a fun banquet followed by Junior Fun Night. The 8
Regions had a chance to gather for a dinner and install new Region officers, and the
Region Jennie Award Winners were celebrated with a Gala. ESO had a breakfast,
and the Signature Program celebrated with Lunch. The last banquet celebrated the
election and installation of the 2022-2024 officers with a lively, fun reception
following.
There were also times to learn. The Affiliate Organizations and the GFWC Programs
Chairmen held informative workshops, and the Parliamentary Procedure workshop
was well attended.

Waiting for the next speaker

Of course, we couldn’t have a Convention without a Business Session. After the
Call to Order, many greetings, and introductions, the proposed changes to the GFWC
Bylaws and GFWC Resolutions were presented, discussed, and voted on, and are
now part of our organization. And let’s not forget about the Awards, Awards,
Awards! While Indiana did not receive any awards this convention, it was
interesting to talk to other states and hear what their clubs are doing. Indiana is
doing so many great projects – we just don’t report them with the detail needed to be

recognized nationally.
The 2023 GFWC International Convention will be held in Louisville, Kentucky next June. It’s so close! I highly
recommend all Indiana members consider this opportunity to celebrate, learn, and make new friends.
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Book Talk

The bell is to get your
a en on GFWC members

ESO
Corner

NEW DIRECTIONS ON
SCHOLARSHIPS!

Book Review by Christy Finecy, GFWC/IFC Lincoln Club
of Southern Indiana

The Girl in His Shadow by Audrey Blake
1845 London, England is the se ng for a very
compelling historical c on, medical drama with a
bright, young woman at its center. Nora Beady was
the only survivor from her family of a cholera
epidemic when she was very young. Dr. Horace Cro ,
a highly intelligent, eccentric, surgeon with a thriving
clinic, rescued and raised her. Her upbringing was not
a normal one for a middle-class girl. While her peers
learned to be young ladies, she read medical texts,
sketched highly detailed anatomical drawings, and
assisted Dr. Cro with illegal autopsies, with the
intent to learn more about the human body, disease
and procedures to cure the ailing residents of London.
Her educa on was not just irregular, but also illegal.
As a woman, it was illegal for her to prac ce
medicine. Midwives were common, but they were
not seen as medical prac oners. Dr. Cro taught
Nora in the safety of his clinic and state of the art
surgical theatre in the basement of their home.
When Dr. Cro invited a young medical resident, Dr.
Daniel Gibson, to join the prac ce, Nora was caught
completely o -guard. Nora thought she was being
replaced. She felt unappreciated and lashed out
against the handsome young man with a privileged
upbringing. Eventually, she discovered a kindred
intellectual curiosity in Daniel and accepted his
presence in the household.
When Dr. Cro returned from seminar with samples
of diethyl ether, he was excited to learn more about
the popular party drug. At par es, ether was used to
make people act silly, but in larger quan es, it
rendered one “insensible” or unconscious and unable
to feel pain. Dr. Cro immediately began
experimen ng to see how this new wonderous drug
worked and how it might be useful for surgeons.
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The story is compelling and well researched. The
characters are dynamic. Fast-paced drama kept me
engaged and wan ng more. Thankfully, Nora’s story
con nues in The Surgeon’s Daughter.

The Execu ve Finance Commi ee of the GFWC
Indiana Federa on of Clubs has reviewed the
situa on concerning the Art and Music Scholarships.
We have come to the sad realiza on that many clubs
are no longer interested in suppor ng the
scholarships, each year the de cit between club
contribu ons and the $1,000.00 award must be taken
from the general fund.
The commi ee has recommended that the
scholarship be terminated in the 2023-2024 IFC year,
replaced by just one scholarship of $1,000.00 and not
speci cally limited to art and music. We further
recommend that a commi ee be appointed to
address the details of the scholarship.
This is a tremendous change for our organiza on and
as such we would like to have the input of as many
members/clubs as possible. If you would be
interested in serving on the commi ee or simply wish
to comment please no fy Marianne McCombs or
Betsey Nielsen, the scholarship commi ee could met
by Zoom so that all parts of our state could
par cipate. IT is your concerns that are vitally
important to GFWC/IFC and our futures.
Betsey Nielsen,
GFWC Indiana Federa on of Clubs Finance Chairman

Music Scholarship recipient
Congratula ons to the 2022 GFWC IFC $1,000.00
Music Scholarship recipient, Madison
Brabant. Madison will be studying Music at Purdue
University, Fort Wayne, IN. We wish Madison well
and look forward to hearing from her at one of our
future State Conven ons.
Kimberly Meyer, GFWC Indiana Federa on of Clubs
Music Scholarship Chairman has received
con rma on from Purdue and a check is being sent
on Madison's behalf.
Does your club know of a talented high school senior
planning to study music? Now is the me to start
contac ng your local high school. GFWC Indiana
Directories will be sent to club presidents soon and
all the informa on on the Music and Art
Scholarships will be included.

CLUBWOMAN/INDIANA/FALL 2022

NORTH WEST DISTRICT’S
2022 HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS’
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
Indiana Federation of Women’s Clubs – General
Federation of Women’s Clubs
by Tanya Bland, Professional Health Care
Scholarship Committee Chairman
It’s amazing how “youth” always seem to
persevere--despite obstacles in their paths. They seem
to know how to make lemonade out of lemons which
is exactly what the 2022 HCP Scholarship Winner
has done. She knew what she wanted to do with her
life after high school--become a Speech Pathologist.
But with the many challenges out there, she took a
chance--seeking out scholarships.
In so doing,
among the many, she found NWD’s application,
filled it out & sent it on its way. Imagine her surprise
when she received the good news! And now, allow
me to introduce you to the winner of the NWD’s
2022 Scholarship: Emma Jane Ekblaw, Chesterton
High School 2022 graduate, sponsored by Chesterton
Woman’s Club.
Emma began her essay with a quote from Eleanor
Roosevelt: “The future belongs to those who believe
in the beauty of their dreams.” She is certain of one
thing--she wants to graduate from Calvin University,
Michigan, with an undergraduate degree AND a
graduate degree in Speech Pathology.
She is
confident her hard work & commitment will help her
achieve her goal, making her dream become reality.
As a student at Chesterton High School, Emma was
a member of National Honor Society; Rebuild
Duneland Together & National Forensic League…
just to mention a few. She served as an officer in 4-H
Discovery Trackers & Key Club Public Relations
Officer & was Chairman of the School Food Drive
for Westchester Food Pantry & the Red Cross Blood
Drive.
The IFC North West District is delighted to be a
small part of Emma’s dream by awarding her the
$1,000 scholarship. We’re confident she will achieve
her goal & make us very proud. As Eleanor
Roosevelt said…”The future belongs to those who
believe in the beauty of their dreams” & isn’t it
obvious that Emma Jean Ekblaw believes in the
beauty of her dreams.
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An article from WHRC
GFWC’s historical Society
By 1895, at the height of the Gilded Age, the Dupont
Circle community had become a neighborhood of grand
homes for society’s elite. It was, without dispute,
Washington’s center of wealth, power, and status.
Not to be confused with the new Julian Fellowes’ HBO
series of the same title, the term Gilded Age was
coined by Mark Twain in one of his less well known
novels The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today (1873), a satire
on materialism and political corruption. Twain’s term
referred to a period of economic boom in American
society, which began after the American Civil War and
ended at the turn of the century. It was applied to the
era by historians in the 1920s. The Gilded Age
(1870’s-1900) was characterized by rapid economic
growth and conspicuous wealth, providing a mask for
problems, such as poverty, inequality, and social
injustice.
In Chapter 24 of his 1873 novel, Twain provides the
reader with a “virtual tour” of several Washington
landmarks including The White House, Treasury
Building, Washington Monument, and the Capital
Building. His comments on the weather in Washington
may ring true still today:
“When you arrived it was snowing. When you reached
the hotel, it was sleeting. When you went to bed, it was
raining. During the night it froze hard, and the wind
blew some chimneys down. When you got up in the
morning, it was foggy. When you finished your
breakfast at ten o’clock and went out, the sunshine was
brilliant, the weather balmy and delicious, and the mud
and slush deep and all-pervading. You will like the
climate—when you get used to it. You naturally wish to
few (view) the city: so you take an umbrella, an
overcoat, and a fan, and go forth”…
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General Federation of Women's Clubs, Inc.
National Event
Why GFWC Friendsgiving?

FRIENDSGIVING

Friendsgiving is the blend of the words Friends andThanksgiving, and it refers to a large meal
shared with friends either near or on Thanksgiving. But why should we make this concept of a
meal with friends just for Thanksgiving time?
The GFWC National Event: GFWC Friendsgiving will help build the GFWC brand in your
community: gather and thank leaders, individuals, and businesses who have participated in some
way in club projects by their donations of items, time, gift cards, and/or sponsorship; and enlighten
potential members to the vast reach of club philanthropy and grassroots volunteer dedication.
Reach out to organizations that have benefited from your hands-on community service
and/or In-kind donations and invite them. Think of your local organization contacts your club works
with, such as the humane society, domestic violence shelters, after-school programs, food
kitchens and pantries, and the list goes on.
Who else to invite? Town/city leaders, local business owners, past club members, coworkers, friends, members from other social groups you belong to, ladies who have attended club
events or meetings but never joined, and even the micro-volunteers who assisted your
club over the past few years. Pretty much, EVERYONE your club members are in contact with
could be invited.
The goal is to get together for fun and fellowship. It can be scheduled around any holiday, such as:
•
•
•
•
•

GFWC Friendsgiving – Ringing in the New Year with Friends (New Year’s)
GFWC Friendsgiving – Show the Love (Valentine’s Day)
GFWC Friendsgiving – Join us for a “Hoppy” Celebration (Easter)
GFWC Friendsgiving – It’s A Federation Day Friendsgiving
GFWC Friendsgiving – Let the Summer Warm Your Heart (summer months)

The possibilities are endless. GFWC clubs are creative – we encourage you to create your own
GFWC Friendsgiving event.
All the facets needed to plan a successful event are located in the
GFWC Friendsgiving ~ Box of Gems
located in the F Resources Folder in the Member Portal
GFWC Friendsgiving ~ a wonderful opportunity to beThankful for the community’s support
and to BRAG about the good GFWC grassroots volunteering your members participate in while
gaining a few new members in the process!
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